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Chapter I  
  Resolutions adopted by the Conference  

 
 

1.  At its 6th plenary meeting, on 22 June 2012, the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development adopted the following draft resolutions (for the 
discussion, see chapters V, VI and VII of the present report).  
 
 

  Resolution I  
Outcome document: “The future we want”  
 
 

 The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,  

 Having met in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012,  

 1. Adopts the outcome document, entitled “The future we want”, which is 
annexed to the present resolution;  

 2. Recommends to the General Assembly that it endorse the outcome 
document as adopted by the Conference.  
 

  Annex 
 

  The future we want  
 

  I. Our common vision  
 

1. We, the Heads of State and Government and high-level representatives, having 
met at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, with the full participation of 
civil society, renew our commitment to sustainable development and to ensuring the 
promotion of an economically, socially and environmentally sustainable future for 
our planet and for present and future generations. 

2. Poverty eradication is the greatest global challenge facing the world today and 
an indispensable requirement for sustainable development. In this regard, we are 
committed to freeing humanity from poverty and hunger as a matter of urgency. 

3. We therefore acknowledge the need to further mainstream sustainable 
development at all levels, integrating economic, social and environmental aspects 
and recognizing their interlinkages, so as to achieve sustainable development in all 
its dimensions. 

4. We recognize that poverty eradication, changing unsustainable and promoting 
sustainable patterns of consumption and production and protecting and managing 
the natural resource base of economic and social development are the overarching 
objectives of and essential requirements for sustainable development. We also 
reaffirm the need to achieve sustainable development by promoting sustained, 
inclusive and equitable economic growth, creating greater opportunities for all, 
reducing inequalities, raising basic standards of living, fostering equitable social 
development and inclusion, and promoting the integrated and sustainable 
management of natural resources and ecosystems that supports, inter alia, economic, 
social and human development while facilitating ecosystem conservation, 
regeneration and restoration and resilience in the face of new and emerging 
challenges. 
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5. We reaffirm our commitment to make every effort to accelerate the 
achievement of the internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals by 2015. 

6. We recognize that people are at the centre of sustainable development and, in 
this regard, we strive for a world that is just, equitable and inclusive, and we commit 
to work together to promote sustained and inclusive economic growth, social 
development and environmental protection and thereby to benefit all. 

7. We reaffirm that we continue to be guided by the purposes and principles of 
the Charter of the United Nations, with full respect for international law and its 
principles. 

8. We also reaffirm the importance of freedom, peace and security, respect for all 
human rights, including the right to development and the right to an adequate 
standard of living, including the right to food, the rule of law, gender equality, 
women’s empowerment and the overall commitment to just and democratic societies 
for development. 

9. We reaffirm the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,1 as 
well as other international instruments relating to human rights and international 
law. We emphasize the responsibilities of all States, in conformity with the Charter, 
to respect, protect and promote human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, 
without distinction of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or 
other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, disability or other status. 

10. We acknowledge that democracy, good governance and the rule of law, at the 
national and international levels, as well as an enabling environment, are essential 
for sustainable development, including sustained and inclusive economic growth, 
social development, environmental protection and the eradication of poverty and 
hunger. We reaffirm that, to achieve our sustainable development goals, we need 
institutions at all levels that are effective, transparent, accountable and democratic. 

11. We reaffirm our commitment to strengthen international cooperation to address 
the persistent challenges related to sustainable development for all, in particular in 
developing countries. In this regard, we reaffirm the need to achieve economic 
stability, sustained economic growth, the promotion of social equity and the 
protection of the environment, while enhancing gender equality, women’s 
empowerment and equal opportunities for all, and the protection, survival and 
development of children to their full potential, including through education. 

12. We resolve to take urgent action to achieve sustainable development. We 
therefore renew our commitment to sustainable development, assessing the progress 
to date and the remaining gaps in the implementation of the outcomes of the major 
summits on sustainable development and addressing new and emerging challenges. 
We express our determination to address the themes of the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development, namely, a green economy in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication, and the institutional framework 
for sustainable development. 

13. We recognize that opportunities for people to influence their lives and future, 
participate in decision-making and voice their concerns are fundamental for 

__________________ 

 1  Resolution 217 A (III).  
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sustainable development. We underscore that sustainable development requires 
concrete and urgent action. It can only be achieved with a broad alliance of people, 
governments, civil society and the private sector, all working together to secure the 
future we want for present and future generations. 
 

II. Renewing political commitment  

A. Reaffirming the Rio Principles and past action plans  

14. We recall the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment, adopted at Stockholm on 16 June 1972.2  

15. We reaffirm all the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and 
Development,3 including, inter alia, the principle of common but differentiated 
responsibilities, as set out in principle 7 thereof.  

16. We reaffirm our commitment to fully implement the Rio Declaration, 
Agenda 21,4 the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21,5 the Plan 
of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg 
Plan of Implementation)6 and the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable 
Development,7 the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small 
Island Developing States (Barbados Programme of Action)8 and the Mauritius 
Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action for the 
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States.9 We also reaffirm our 
commitment to the full implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least 
Developed Countries for the Decade 2011-2020 (Istanbul Programme of Action),10 
the Almaty Programme of Action: Addressing the Special Needs of Landlocked 
Developing Countries within a New Global Framework for Transit Transport 
Cooperation for Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries,11 the political 
declaration on Africa’s development needs12 and the New Partnership for Africa’s 

__________________ 

 2  See Report of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, Stockholm, 5-16 June 
1972 (A/CONF.48/14/Rev.1), part one, chap. I.  

 3  Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 
3-14 June 1992, vol. I, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference (United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigendum), resolution 1, annex I.  

 4  Ibid., annex II.  
 5  Resolution S-19/2, annex.  
 6  Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 

26 August-4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.II.A.1 and 
corrigendum), chap. I, resolution 2, annex.  

 7  Ibid., resolution 1, annex.  
 8  Report of the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing 

States, Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 April-6 May 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales 
No. E.94.I.18 and corrigenda), chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.  

 9  Report of the International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Programme of Action 
for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, Port Louis, Mauritius, 
10-14 January 2005 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.05.II.A.4 and corrigendum), 
chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.  

 10  Report of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, Istanbul, 
Turkey, 9-13 May 2011 (A/CONF.219/7), chap. II.  

 11  Report of the International Ministerial Conference of Landlocked and Transit Developing 
Countries and Donor Countries and International Financial and Development Institutions on 
Transit Transport Cooperation, Almaty, Kazakhstan, 28 and 29 August 2003 (A/CONF.202/3), 
annex I.  

 12  See resolution 63/1.  
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Development.13 We recall as well our commitments in the outcomes of all the major 
United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social and environmental 
fields, including the United Nations Millennium Declaration,14 the 2005 World 
Summit Outcome,15 the Monterrey Consensus of the International Conference on 
Financing for Development,16 the Doha Declaration on Financing for Development: 
outcome document of the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for 
Development to Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus,17 the 
outcome document of the High-level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly on 
the Millennium Development Goals,18 the Programme of Action of the International 
Conference on Population and Development,19 the key actions for the further 
implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on 
Population and Development20 and the Beijing Declaration21 and Platform for 
Action.22  

17. We recognize the importance of the three Rio conventions for advancing 
sustainable development, and in this regard we urge all parties to fully implement 
their commitments under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change,23 the Convention on Biological Diversity24 and the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious 
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa,25 in accordance with their 
respective principles and provisions, as well as to take effective and concrete actions 
and measures at all levels and enhance international cooperation. 

18. We are determined to reinvigorate political will and to raise the level of 
commitment by the international community to move the sustainable development 
agenda forward, through the achievement of the internationally agreed development 
goals, including the Millennium Development Goals. We further reaffirm our 
respective commitments to other relevant internationally agreed goals in the 
economic, social and environmental fields since 1992. We therefore resolve to take 
concrete measures that accelerate implementation of sustainable development 
commitments. 
 

__________________ 

 13  A/57/304, annex.  
 14  See resolution 55/2.  
 15  See resolution 60/1.  
 16  Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 

18-22 March 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.02.II.A.7), chap. I, resolution 1, 
annex.  

 17  Resolution 63/239, annex.  
 18  See resolution 65/1. 
 19  Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 5-13 September 

1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.95.XIII.18), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.  
 20  Resolution S-21/2, annex. 
 21  Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995 (United Nations 

publication, Sales No. E.96.IV.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annex I.  
 22  Ibid., annex II.  
 23  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1771, No. 30822.  
 24  Ibid., vol. 1760, No. 30619.  
 25  Ibid., vol. 1954, No. 33480.  
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B. Advancing integration, implementation and coherence: assessing the 
progress to date and the remaining gaps in the implementation of the 
outcomes of the major summits on sustainable development and 
addressing new and emerging challenges 

19. We recognize that the twenty years since the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development in 1992 have seen uneven progress, including in 
sustainable development and poverty eradication. We emphasize the need to make 
progress in implementing previous commitments. We also recognize the need to 
accelerate progress in closing development gaps between developed and developing 
countries, and to seize and create opportunities to achieve sustainable development 
through economic growth and diversification, social development and 
environmental protection. To this end, we underscore the continued need for an 
enabling environment at the national and international levels, as well as continued 
and strengthened international cooperation, particularly in the areas of finance, debt, 
trade and technology transfer, as mutually agreed, and innovation, entrepreneurship, 
capacity-building, transparency and accountability. We recognize the diversification 
of actors and stakeholders engaged in the pursuit of sustainable development. In this 
context, we affirm the continued need for the full and effective participation of all 
countries, in particular developing countries, in global decision-making. 

20. We acknowledge that, since 1992, there have been areas of insufficient 
progress and setbacks in the integration of the three dimensions of sustainable 
development, aggravated by multiple financial, economic, food and energy crises, 
which have threatened the ability of all countries, in particular developing countries, 
to achieve sustainable development. In this regard, it is critical that we do not 
backtrack from our commitment to the outcome of the United Nations Conference 
on Environment and Development. We also recognize that one of the current major 
challenges for all countries, particularly for developing countries, is the impact from 
the multiple crises affecting the world today. 

21. We are deeply concerned that one in five people on this planet, or over 1 billion 
people, still live in extreme poverty, and that one in seven — or 14 per cent — is 
undernourished, while public health challenges, including pandemics and epidemics, 
remain omnipresent threats. In this context, we note the ongoing discussions in the 
General Assembly on human security. We acknowledge that with the world’s 
population projected to exceed 9 billion by 2050, with an estimated two thirds living 
in cities, we need to increase our efforts to achieve sustainable development and, in 
particular, the eradication of poverty, hunger and preventable diseases. 

22. We recognize examples of progress in sustainable development at the regional, 
national, subnational and local levels. We note that efforts to achieve sustainable 
development have been reflected in regional, national and subnational policies and 
plans, and that governments have strengthened their commitment to sustainable 
development since the adoption of Agenda 21 through legislation and institutions, 
and the development and implementation of international, regional and subregional 
agreements and commitments. 

23. We reaffirm the importance of supporting developing countries in their efforts 
to eradicate poverty and promote empowerment of the poor and people in vulnerable 
situations, including removing barriers to opportunity, enhancing productive 
capacity, developing sustainable agriculture and promoting full and productive 
employment and decent work for all, complemented by effective social policies, 



A/CONF.216/16  
 

12-46164 6 
 

including social protection floors, with a view to achieving the internationally 
agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals. 

24. We express deep concern about the continuing high levels of unemployment 
and underemployment, particularly among young people, and note the need for 
sustainable development strategies to proactively address youth employment at all 
levels. In this regard, we recognize the need for a global strategy on youth and 
employment building on the work of the International Labour Organization. 

25. We acknowledge that climate change is a cross-cutting and persistent crisis, 
and express our concern that the scale and gravity of the negative impacts of climate 
change affect all countries and undermine the ability of all countries, in particular, 
developing countries, to achieve sustainable development and the Millennium 
Development Goals, and threaten the viability and survival of nations. Therefore, 
we underscore that combating climate change requires urgent and ambitious action, 
in accordance with the principles and provisions of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change. 

26. States are strongly urged to refrain from promulgating and applying any 
unilateral economic, financial or trade measures not in accordance with international 
law and the Charter that impede the full achievement of economic and social 
development, particularly in developing countries. 

27. We reiterate our commitment, expressed in the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation, the 2005 World Summit Outcome and the outcome document of the 
High-level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly on the Millennium 
Development Goals of 2010, to take further effective measures and actions, in 
conformity with international law, to remove the obstacles to the full realization of 
the right of self-determination of peoples living under colonial and foreign 
occupation, which continue to adversely affect their economic and social 
development as well as their environment, are incompatible with the dignity and 
worth of the human person and must be combated and eliminated. 

28. We reaffirm that, in accordance with the Charter, this shall not be construed as 
authorizing or encouraging any action against the territorial integrity or political 
independence of any State. 

29. We resolve to take further effective measures and actions, in conformity with 
international law, to remove obstacles and constraints, strengthen support and meet 
the special needs of people living in areas affected by complex humanitarian 
emergencies and in areas affected by terrorism. 

30. We recognize that many people, especially the poor, depend directly on 
ecosystems for their livelihoods, their economic, social and physical well-being, and 
their cultural heritage. For this reason, it is essential to generate decent jobs and 
incomes that decrease disparities in standards of living in order to better meet 
people’s needs and promote sustainable livelihoods and practices and the sustainable 
use of natural resources and ecosystems. 

31. We emphasize that sustainable development must be inclusive and people-
centred, benefiting and involving all people, including youth and children. We 
recognize that gender equality and women’s empowerment are important for 
sustainable development and our common future. We reaffirm our commitments to 
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ensure women’s equal rights, access and opportunities for participation and 
leadership in the economy, society and political decision-making. 

32. We recognize that each country faces specific challenges to achieve 
sustainable development, and we underscore the special challenges facing the most 
vulnerable countries and, in particular, African countries, least developed countries, 
landlocked developing countries and small island developing States, as well as the 
specific challenges facing the middle-income countries. Countries in situations of 
conflict also need special attention. 

33. We reaffirm our commitment to take urgent and concrete action to address the 
vulnerability of small island developing States, including through the sustained 
implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius Strategy, 
and underscore the urgency of finding additional solutions to the major challenges 
facing small island developing States in a concerted manner so as to support them in 
sustaining momentum realized in implementing the Barbados Programme of Action 
and the Mauritius Strategy and achieving sustainable development. 

34. We reaffirm that the Istanbul Programme of Action outlines the priorities of 
least developed countries for sustainable development and defines a framework for 
renewed and strengthened global partnership to implement them. We commit to 
assist the least developed countries with the implementation of the Istanbul 
Programme of Action as well as in their efforts to achieve sustainable development. 

35. We recognize that more attention should be given to Africa and the 
implementation of previously agreed commitments related to its development needs 
that were made at major United Nations summits and conferences. We note that aid 
to Africa has increased in recent years. However, it still lags behind commitments 
that were previously made. We underscore the key priority for the international 
community of supporting Africa’s sustainable development efforts. In this regard, 
we recommit to fully implement the internationally agreed commitments related to 
Africa’s development needs, particularly those contained in the Millennium 
Declaration, the United Nations Declaration on the New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development,26 the Monterrey Consensus, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation 
and the 2005 World Summit Outcome, as well as the 2008 political declaration on 
Africa’s development needs. 

36. We recognize the serious constraints to achieving sustainable development in 
all its three dimensions in landlocked developing countries. In this regard, we 
reaffirm our commitment to address the special development needs and the 
challenges faced by landlocked developing countries through the full, timely and 
effective implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action, as contained in the 
declaration on the midterm review of the Almaty Programme of Action.27 

37. We recognize the progress made by middle-income countries in improving the 
well-being of their people, as well as the specific development challenges they face 
in their efforts to eradicate poverty, reduce inequalities and achieve their 
development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, and to achieve 
sustainable development in a comprehensive manner integrating the economic, 
social and environmental dimensions. We reiterate that these efforts should be 

__________________ 

 26  See resolution 57/2. 
 27  See resolution 63/2. 
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adequately supported by the international community, in various forms, taking into 
account the needs and the capacity to mobilize domestic resources of these countries.  

38. We recognize the need for broader measures of progress to complement gross 
domestic product in order to better inform policy decisions, and in this regard we 
request the United Nations Statistical Commission, in consultation with relevant 
United Nations system entities and other relevant organizations, to launch a 
programme of work in this area, building on existing initiatives.  

39. We recognize that planet Earth and its ecosystems are our home and that 
“Mother Earth” is a common expression in a number of countries and regions, and 
we note that some countries recognize the rights of nature in the context of the 
promotion of sustainable development. We are convinced that in order to achieve a 
just balance among the economic, social and environmental needs of present and 
future generations, it is necessary to promote harmony with nature.  

40. We call for holistic and integrated approaches to sustainable development that 
will guide humanity to live in harmony with nature and lead to efforts to restore the 
health and integrity of the Earth’s ecosystem.  

41. We acknowledge the natural and cultural diversity of the world, and recognize 
that all cultures and civilizations can contribute to sustainable development.  
 

C. Engaging major groups and other stakeholders 

42. We reaffirm the key role of all levels of government and legislative bodies in 
promoting sustainable development. We further acknowledge efforts and progress 
made at the local and subnational levels, and recognize the important role that such 
authorities and communities can play in implementing sustainable development, 
including by engaging citizens and stakeholders and providing them with relevant 
information, as appropriate, on the three dimensions of sustainable development. We 
further acknowledge the importance of involving all relevant decision makers in the 
planning and implementation of sustainable development policies. 

43. We underscore that broad public participation and access to information and 
judicial and administrative proceedings are essential to the promotion of sustainable 
development. Sustainable development requires the meaningful involvement and 
active participation of regional, national and subnational legislatures and judiciaries, 
and all major groups: women, children and youth, indigenous peoples, 
non-governmental organizations, local authorities, workers and trade unions, 
business and industry, the scientific and technological community, and farmers, as 
well as other stakeholders, including local communities, volunteer groups and 
foundations, migrants and families, as well as older persons and persons with 
disabilities. In this regard, we agree to work more closely with the major groups and 
other stakeholders, and encourage their active participation, as appropriate, in 
processes that contribute to decision-making, planning and implementation of 
policies and programmes for sustainable development at all levels. 

44. We acknowledge the role of civil society and the importance of enabling all 
members of civil society to be actively engaged in sustainable development. We 
recognize that improved participation of civil society depends upon, inter alia, 
strengthening access to information and building civil society capacity and an 
enabling environment. We recognize that information and communications 
technology is facilitating the flow of information between governments and the 
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public. In this regard, it is essential to work towards improved access to information 
and communications technology, especially broadband networks and services, and 
bridge the digital divide, recognizing the contribution of international cooperation in 
this regard. 

45. We underscore that women have a vital role to play in achieving sustainable 
development. We recognize the leadership role of women, and we resolve to 
promote gender equality and women’s empowerment and to ensure their full and 
effective participation in sustainable development policies, programmes and 
decision-making at all levels. 

46. We acknowledge that the implementation of sustainable development will 
depend on the active engagement of both the public and the private sectors. We 
recognize that the active participation of the private sector can contribute to the 
achievement of sustainable development, including through the important tool of 
public-private partnerships. We support national regulatory and policy frameworks 
that enable business and industry to advance sustainable development initiatives, 
taking into account the importance of corporate social responsibility. We call upon 
the private sector to engage in responsible business practices, such as those 
promoted by the United Nations Global Compact. 

47. We acknowledge the importance of corporate sustainability reporting, and 
encourage companies, where appropriate, especially publicly listed and large 
companies, to consider integrating sustainability information into their reporting 
cycle. We encourage industry, interested governments and relevant stakeholders, 
with the support of the United Nations system, as appropriate, to develop models for 
best practice and facilitate action for the integration of sustainability reporting, 
taking into account experiences from already existing frameworks and paying 
particular attention to the needs of developing countries, including for capacity-
building. 

48. We recognize the important contribution of the scientific and technological 
community to sustainable development. We are committed to working with and 
fostering collaboration among the academic, scientific and technological community, 
in particular in developing countries, to close the technological gap between 
developing and developed countries and strengthen the science-policy interface, as 
well as to foster international research collaboration on sustainable development. 

49. We stress the importance of the participation of indigenous peoples in the 
achievement of sustainable development. We also recognize the importance of the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples28 in the context of 
global, regional, national and subnational implementation of sustainable development 
strategies. 

50. We stress the importance of the active participation of young people in 
decision-making processes, as the issues we are addressing have a deep impact on 
present and future generations and as the contribution of children and youth is vital 
to the achievement of sustainable development. We also recognize the need to 
promote intergenerational dialogue and solidarity by recognizing their views. 

51.  We stress the importance of the participation of workers and trade unions in 
the promotion of sustainable development. As the representatives of working people, 

__________________ 

 28  Resolution 61/295, annex. 
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trade unions are important partners in facilitating the achievement of sustainable 
development, in particular the social dimension. Information, education and training 
on sustainability at all levels, including in the workplace, are key to strengthening 
the capacity of workers and trade unions to support sustainable development. 

52. We recognize that farmers, including small-scale farmers and fisherfolk, 
pastoralists and foresters, can make important contributions to sustainable 
development through production activities that are environmentally sound, enhance 
food security and the livelihood of the poor and invigorate production and sustained 
economic growth. 

53. We note the valuable contributions that non-governmental organizations could 
and do make in promoting sustainable development through their well-established 
and diverse experience, expertise and capacity, especially in the area of analysis, the 
sharing of information and knowledge, promotion of dialogue and support of 
implementation of sustainable development.  

54. We recognize the central role of the United Nations in advancing the 
sustainable development agenda. We acknowledge as well, in this regard, the 
contributions of other relevant international organizations, including international 
financial institutions and multilateral development banks, and stress the importance 
of cooperation among them and with the United Nations, within their respective 
mandates, recognizing their role in mobilizing resources for sustainable development.  

55. We commit ourselves to reinvigorating the global partnership for sustainable 
development that we launched in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. We recognize the need to 
impart new momentum to our cooperative pursuit of sustainable development, and 
commit to work together with major groups and other stakeholders in addressing 
implementation gaps. 
 

III. Green economy in the context of sustainable development and 
poverty eradication 

56. We affirm that there are different approaches, visions, models and tools 
available to each country, in accordance with its national circumstances and priorities, 
to achieve sustainable development in its three dimensions which is our overarching 
goal. In this regard, we consider green economy in the context of sustainable 
development and poverty eradication as one of the important tools available for 
achieving sustainable development and that it could provide options for policymaking 
but should not be a rigid set of rules. We emphasize that it should contribute to 
eradicating poverty as well as sustained economic growth, enhancing social inclusion, 
improving human welfare and creating opportunities for employment and decent 
work for all, while maintaining the healthy functioning of the Earth’s ecosystems.  

57. We affirm that policies for green economy in the context of sustainable 
development and poverty eradication should be guided by and in accordance with all 
the Rio Principles, Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and 
contribute towards achieving relevant internationally agreed development goals, 
including the Millennium Development Goals. 

58. We affirm that green economy policies in the context of sustainable 
development and poverty eradication should: 

 (a) Be consistent with international law; 
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 (b) Respect each country’s national sovereignty over their natural resources, 
taking into account its national circumstances, objectives, responsibilities, priorities 
and policy space with regard to the three dimensions of sustainable development; 

 (c) Be supported by an enabling environment and well-functioning 
institutions at all levels, with a leading role for governments and with the 
participation of all relevant stakeholders, including civil society; 

 (d) Promote sustained and inclusive economic growth, foster innovation and 
provide opportunities, benefits and empowerment for all and respect for all human 
rights; 

 (e) Take into account the needs of developing countries, particularly those in 
special situations; 

 (f) Strengthen international cooperation, including the provision of financial 
resources, capacity-building and technology transfer to developing countries; 

 (g) Effectively avoid unwarranted conditionalities on official development 
assistance and finance; 

 (h) Not constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination or a 
disguised restriction on international trade, avoid unilateral actions to deal with 
environmental challenges outside the jurisdiction of the importing country and 
ensure that environmental measures addressing transboundary or global environmental 
problems, as far as possible, are based on international consensus;  

 (i) Contribute to closing technology gaps between developed and developing 
countries and reduce the technological dependence of developing countries, using 
all appropriate measures; 

 (j) Enhance the welfare of indigenous peoples and their communities, other 
local and traditional communities and ethnic minorities, recognizing and supporting 
their identity, culture and interests, and avoid endangering their cultural heritage, 
practices and traditional knowledge, preserving and respecting non-market 
approaches that contribute to the eradication of poverty; 

 (k) Enhance the welfare of women, children, youth, persons with disabilities, 
smallholder and subsistence farmers, fisherfolk and those working in small and 
medium-sized enterprises, and improve the livelihoods and empowerment of the 
poor and vulnerable groups, in particular in developing countries; 

 (l) Mobilize the full potential and ensure the equal contribution of both 
women and men; 

 (m) Promote productive activities in developing countries that contribute to 
the eradication of poverty; 

 (n) Address the concern about inequalities and promote social inclusion, 
including social protection floors; 

 (o) Promote sustainable consumption and production patterns;  

 (p) Continue efforts to strive for inclusive, equitable development 
approaches to overcome poverty and inequality. 

59. We view the implementation of green economy policies by countries that seek 
to apply them for the transition towards sustainable development as a common 



A/CONF.216/16  
 

12-46164 12 
 

undertaking, and we recognize that each country can choose an appropriate 
approach in accordance with national sustainable development plans, strategies and 
priorities. 

60. We acknowledge that green economy in the context of sustainable development 
and poverty eradication will enhance our ability to manage natural resources 
sustainably and with lower negative environmental impacts, increase resource 
efficiency and reduce waste. 

61. We recognize that urgent action on unsustainable patterns of production and 
consumption where they occur remains fundamental in addressing environmental 
sustainability and promoting conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and 
ecosystems, regeneration of natural resources and the promotion of sustained, 
inclusive and equitable global growth. 

62. We encourage each country to consider the implementation of green economy 
policies in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication, in a 
manner that endeavours to drive sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth 
and job creation, particularly for women, youth and the poor. In this respect, we 
note the importance of ensuring that workers are equipped with the necessary skills, 
including through education and capacity-building, and are provided with the 
necessary social and health protections. In this regard, we encourage all 
stakeholders, including business and industry, to contribute, as appropriate. We 
invite governments to improve knowledge and statistical capacity on job trends, 
developments and constraints and integrate relevant data into national statistics, 
with the support of relevant United Nations agencies within their mandates. 

63. We recognize the importance of the evaluation of the range of social, 
environmental and economic factors, and encourage, where national circumstances 
and conditions allow, their integration into decision-making. We acknowledge that it 
will be important to take into account the opportunities and challenges, as well as 
the costs and benefits, of green economy policies in the context of sustainable 
development and poverty eradication, using the best available scientific data and 
analysis. We acknowledge that a mix of measures, including regulatory, voluntary 
and others applied at the national level and consistent with obligations under 
international agreements, could promote green economy in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication. We reaffirm that social policies 
are vital to promoting sustainable development. 

64. We acknowledge that involvement of all stakeholders and their partnerships, 
networking and experience-sharing at all levels could help countries to learn from 
one another in identifying appropriate sustainable development policies, including 
green economy policies. We note the positive experiences in some countries, 
including in developing countries, in adopting green economy policies in the context 
of sustainable development and poverty eradication through an inclusive approach, 
and welcome the voluntary exchange of experiences, as well as capacity-building, in 
the different areas of sustainable development. 

65. We recognize the power of communications technologies, including 
connection technologies and innovative applications, to promote knowledge 
exchange, technical cooperation and capacity-building for sustainable development. 
These technologies and applications can build capacity and enable the sharing of 
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experiences and knowledge in the different areas of sustainable development in an 
open and transparent manner. 

66. Recognizing the importance of linking financing, technology, capacity-
building and national needs for sustainable development policies, including green 
economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication, we 
invite the United Nations system, in cooperation with relevant donors and 
international organizations, to coordinate and provide information upon request on: 

 (a) Matching interested countries with the partners that are best suited to 
provide requested support; 

 (b) Toolboxes and/or best practices in applying policies on green economy in 
the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication at all levels; 

 (c) Models or good examples of policies on green economy in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication; 

 (d) Methodologies for evaluation of policies on green economy in the 
context of sustainable development and poverty eradication; 

 (e) Existing and emerging platforms that contribute in this regard. 

67. We underscore the importance of governments taking a leadership role in 
developing policies and strategies through an inclusive and transparent process. We 
also take note of the efforts of those countries, including developing countries, that 
have already initiated processes to prepare national green economy strategies and 
policies in support of sustainable development. 

68. We invite relevant stakeholders, including the United Nations regional 
commissions, United Nations organizations and bodies, other relevant 
intergovernmental and regional organizations, international financial institutions and 
major groups involved in sustainable development, according to their respective 
mandates, to support developing countries, upon request, to achieve sustainable 
development, including through, inter alia, green economy policies in the context of 
sustainable development and poverty eradication, in particular in least developed 
countries. 

69. We also invite business and industry as appropriate and in accordance with 
national legislation to contribute to sustainable development and to develop 
sustainability strategies that integrate, inter alia, green economy policies. 

70. We acknowledge the role of cooperatives and microenterprises in contributing 
to social inclusion and poverty reduction, in particular in developing countries. 

71. We encourage existing and new partnerships, including public-private 
partnerships, to mobilize public financing complemented by the private sector, taking 
into account the interests of local and indigenous communities when appropriate. In 
this regard, governments should support initiatives for sustainable development, 
including promoting the contribution of the private sector to support green economy 
policies in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication.  

72. We recognize the critical role of technology as well as the importance of 
promoting innovation, in particular in developing countries. We invite governments, 
as appropriate, to create enabling frameworks that foster environmentally sound 
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technology, research and development, and innovation, including in support of green 
economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication. 

73. We emphasize the importance of technology transfer to developing countries, 
and recall the provisions on technology transfer, finance, access to information and 
intellectual property rights, as agreed in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, 
in particular its call to promote, facilitate and finance, as appropriate, access to and 
the development, transfer and diffusion of environmentally sound technologies and 
corresponding know-how, in particular to developing countries, on favourable 
terms, including on concessional and preferential terms, as mutually agreed. We also 
take note of the further evolution of discussions and agreements on these issues 
since the adoption of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. 

74. We recognize that the efforts of developing countries that choose to implement 
green economy policies in the context of sustainable development and poverty 
eradication should be supported through technical and technological assistance. 
 

IV. Institutional framework for sustainable development 

A. Strengthening the three dimensions of sustainable development 

75. We underscore the importance of a strengthened institutional framework for 
sustainable development which responds coherently and effectively to current and 
future challenges and efficiently bridges gaps in the implementation of the sustainable 
development agenda. The institutional framework for sustainable development 
should integrate the three dimensions of sustainable development in a balanced 
manner and enhance implementation by, inter alia, strengthening coherence and 
coordination, avoiding duplication of efforts and reviewing progress in implementing 
sustainable development. We also reaffirm that the framework should be inclusive, 
transparent and effective and that it should find common solutions related to global 
challenges to sustainable development. 

76. We recognize that effective governance at the local, subnational, national, 
regional and global levels representing the voices and interests of all is critical for 
advancing sustainable development. The strengthening and reform of the 
institutional framework should not be an end in itself, but a means to achieve 
sustainable development. We recognize that an improved and more effective 
institutional framework for sustainable development at the international level should 
be consistent with the Rio Principles, build on Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan 
of Implementation, and its objectives on the institutional framework for sustainable 
development, contribute to the implementation of our commitments in the outcomes 
of United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social, environmental 
and related fields and take into account national priorities and the development 
strategies and priorities of developing countries. We therefore resolve to strengthen 
the institutional framework for sustainable development, which will, inter alia: 

 (a) Promote the balanced integration of the three dimensions of sustainable 
development; 

 (b) Be based on an action- and result-oriented approach giving due regard to 
all relevant cross-cutting issues with the aim to contribute to the implementation of 
sustainable development; 
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 (c) Underscore the importance of interlinkages among key issues and 
challenges and the need for a systematic approach to them at all relevant levels; 

 (d) Enhance coherence, reduce fragmentation and overlap and increase 
effectiveness, efficiency and transparency, while reinforcing coordination and 
cooperation; 

 (e) Promote full and effective participation of all countries in decision-
making processes; 

 (f) Engage high-level political leaders, provide policy guidance and identify 
specific actions to promote effective implementation of sustainable development, 
including through voluntary sharing of experiences and lessons learned; 

 (g) Promote the science-policy interface through inclusive, evidence-based 
and transparent scientific assessments, as well as access to reliable, relevant and 
timely data in areas related to the three dimensions of sustainable development, 
building on existing mechanisms, as appropriate; in this regard, strengthen 
participation of all countries in international sustainable development processes and 
capacity-building especially for developing countries, including in conducting their 
own monitoring and assessments; 

 (h) Enhance the participation and effective engagement of civil society and 
other relevant stakeholders in the relevant international forums and, in this regard, 
promote transparency and broad public participation and partnerships to implement 
sustainable development; 

 (i) Promote the review and stocktaking of progress in the implementation of 
all sustainable development commitments, including commitments related to means 
of implementation. 
 

B. Strengthening intergovernmental arrangements for sustainable development 

77. We acknowledge the vital importance of an inclusive, transparent, reformed, 
strengthened and effective multilateral system in order to better address the urgent 
global challenges of sustainable development today, recognizing the universality 
and central role of the United Nations and reaffirming our commitment to promote 
and strengthen the effectiveness and efficiency of the United Nations system. 

78. We underscore the need to strengthen United Nations system-wide coherence 
and coordination, while ensuring appropriate accountability to Member States, by, 
inter alia, enhancing coherence in reporting and reinforcing cooperative efforts 
under existing inter-agency mechanisms and strategies to advance the integration of 
the three dimensions of sustainable development within the United Nations system, 
including through exchange of information among its agencies, funds and 
programmes, and also with the international financial institutions and other relevant 
organizations such as the World Trade Organization, within their respective mandates.  

79. We emphasize the need for an improved and more effective institutional 
framework for sustainable development which should be guided by the specific 
functions required and mandates involved; address the shortcomings of the current 
system; take into account all relevant implications; promote synergies and 
coherence; seek to avoid duplication and eliminate unnecessary overlaps within the 
United Nations system; and reduce administrative burdens and build on existing 
arrangements. 
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General Assembly 

80. We reaffirm the role and authority of the General Assembly on global matters 
of concern to the international community, as set out in the Charter. 

81. We further reaffirm the central position of the General Assembly as the chief 
deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the United Nations. In this 
regard, we call for the Assembly to further integrate sustainable development as a 
key element of the overarching framework for United Nations activities and 
adequately address sustainable development in its agenda-setting, including through 
periodic high-level dialogues. 
 

Economic and Social Council 

82. We reaffirm that the Economic and Social Council is a principal body for 
policy review, policy dialogue and recommendations on issues of economic and 
social development and for the follow-up to the Millennium Development Goals, 
and is a central mechanism for the coordination of the United Nations system and 
supervision of the subsidiary bodies of the Council, in particular its functional 
commissions, and for promoting the implementation of Agenda 21 by strengthening 
system-wide coherence and coordination. We also reaffirm the major role the 
Council plays in the overall coordination of funds, programmes and specialized 
agencies, ensuring coherence among them and avoiding duplication of mandates and 
activities. 

83. We commit to strengthen the Economic and Social Council within its mandate 
under the Charter, as a principal organ in the integrated and coordinated follow-up 
of the outcomes of all major United Nations conferences and summits in the 
economic, social, environmental and related fields, and recognize its key role in 
achieving a balanced integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development. 
We look forward to the review of the implementation of General Assembly 
resolution 61/16 of 20 November 2006 on the strengthening of the Council. 
 

High-level political forum  

84. We decide to establish a universal, intergovernmental, high-level political 
forum, building on the strengths, experiences, resources and inclusive participation 
modalities of the Commission on Sustainable Development, and subsequently 
replacing the Commission. The high-level political forum shall follow up on the 
implementation of sustainable development and should avoid overlap with existing 
structures, bodies and entities in a cost-effective manner. 

85. The high-level forum could: 

 (a) Provide political leadership, guidance and recommendations for 
sustainable development; 

 (b) Enhance integration of the three dimensions of sustainable development 
in a holistic and cross-sectoral manner at all levels; 

 (c) Provide a dynamic platform for regular dialogue and for stocktaking and 
agenda-setting to advance sustainable development; 

 (d) Have a focused, dynamic and action-oriented agenda, ensuring the 
appropriate consideration of new and emerging sustainable development challenges; 
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 (e) Follow up and review progress in the implementation of sustainable 
development commitments contained in Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation, the Barbados Programme of Action, the Mauritius Strategy and the 
outcome of the present Conference and, as appropriate, relevant outcomes of other 
United Nations summits and conferences, including the outcome of the Fourth 
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries,29 as well as their 
respective means of implementation; 

 (f) Encourage high-level system-wide participation of United Nations 
agencies, funds and programmes and invite to participate, as appropriate, other 
relevant multilateral financial and trade institutions and treaty bodies, within their 
respective mandates and in accordance with United Nations rules and provisions; 

 (g) Improve cooperation and coordination within the United Nations system 
on sustainable development programmes and policies; 

 (h) Promote transparency and implementation by further enhancing the 
consultative role and participation of major groups and other relevant stakeholders 
at the international level in order to better make use of their expertise, while 
retaining the intergovernmental nature of discussions; 

 (i) Promote the sharing of best practices and experiences relating to the 
implementation of sustainable development and, on a voluntary basis, facilitate 
sharing of experiences, including successes, challenges and lessons learned; 

 (j) Promote system-wide coherence and coordination of sustainable 
development policies; 

 (k) Strengthen the science-policy interface through review of documentation, 
bringing together dispersed information and assessments, including in the form of a 
global sustainable development report, building on existing assessments; 

 (l) Enhance evidence-based decision-making at all levels and contribute to 
strengthening ongoing capacity-building for data collection and analysis in 
developing countries. 

86. We decide to launch an intergovernmental and open, transparent and inclusive 
negotiation process under the General Assembly to define the format and 
organizational aspects of the high-level forum, with the aim of convening the first 
high-level forum at the beginning of the sixty-eighth session of the Assembly. We 
will also consider the need for promoting intergenerational solidarity for the 
achievement of sustainable development, taking into account the needs of future 
generations, including by inviting the Secretary-General to present a report on this 
issue. 
 

C. Environmental pillar in the context of sustainable development  

87. We reaffirm the need to strengthen international environmental governance 
within the context of the institutional framework for sustainable development in 
order to promote a balanced integration of the economic, social and environmental 
dimensions of sustainable development, as well as coordination within the United 
Nations system. 

__________________ 

 29 Report of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, Istanbul, 
Turkey, 9-13 May 2011 (A/CONF.219/7), chaps. I and II. 
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88. We are committed to strengthening the role of the United Nations Environment 
Programme as the leading global environmental authority that sets the global 
environmental agenda, promotes the coherent implementation of the environmental 
dimension of sustainable development within the United Nations system and serves 
as an authoritative advocate for the global environment. We reaffirm General 
Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972 establishing the United 
Nations Environment Programme and other relevant resolutions that reinforce its 
mandate, as well as the Nairobi Declaration on the Role and Mandate of the United 
Nations Environment Programme of 7 February 199730 and the Malmö Ministerial 
Declaration of 31 May 2000.31 In this regard, we invite the Assembly, at its sixty-
seventh session, to adopt a resolution strengthening and upgrading the United 
Nations Environment Programme in the following manner: 

 (a) Establish universal membership in the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Environment Programme, as well as other measures to strengthen its 
governance as well as its responsiveness and accountability to Member States; 

 (b) Have secure, stable, adequate and increased financial resources from the 
regular budget of the United Nations and voluntary contributions to fulfil its 
mandate; 

 (c) Enhance the voice of the United Nations Environment Programme and its 
ability to fulfil its coordination mandate within the United Nations system by 
strengthening its engagement in key United Nations coordination bodies and 
empowering it to lead efforts to formulate United Nations system-wide strategies on 
the environment; 

 (d) Promote a strong science-policy interface, building on existing 
international instruments, assessments, panels and information networks, including 
the Global Environment Outlook, as one of the processes aimed at bringing together 
information and assessment to support informed decision-making; 

 (e) Disseminate and share evidence-based environmental information, and 
raise public awareness on critical, as well as emerging, environmental issues; 

 (f) Provide capacity-building to countries, as well as support, and facilitate 
access to technology; 

 (g) Progressively consolidate headquarters functions in Nairobi, as well as 
strengthen its regional presence, in order to assist countries, upon request, in the 
implementation of their national environmental policies, collaborating closely with 
other relevant entities of the United Nations system; 

 (h) Ensure the active participation of all relevant stakeholders, drawing on 
best practices and models from relevant multilateral institutions and exploring new 
mechanisms to promote transparency and the effective engagement of civil society. 

89. We recognize the significant contributions to sustainable development made by 
the multilateral environmental agreements. We acknowledge the work already 
undertaken to enhance synergies among the three conventions in the chemicals and 
waste cluster (Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of 

__________________ 

 30 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 25 (A/52/25), 
annex, decision 19/1, annex.  

 31  Ibid., Fifty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 25 (A/55/25), annex I, decision SS.VI/1, annex.  
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Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal,32 Rotterdam Convention on the Prior 
Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in 
International Trade33 and Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants34). 
We encourage parties to multilateral environmental agreements to consider further 
measures, in these and other clusters, as appropriate, to promote policy coherence at 
all relevant levels, improve efficiency, reduce unnecessary overlap and duplication 
and enhance coordination and cooperation among the multilateral environmental 
agreements, including the three Rio conventions, as well as with the United Nations 
system in the field. 

90. We stress the need for the continuation of a regular review of the state of the 
Earth’s changing environment and its impact on human well-being, and in this 
regard we welcome such initiatives as the Global Environment Outlook process 
aimed at bringing together environmental information and assessments and building 
national and regional capacity to support informed decision-making. 
 

D. International financial institutions and United Nations operational activities 

91. We recognize that sustainable development should be given due consideration 
by the programmes, funds and specialized agencies of the United Nations system 
and other relevant entities such as international financial institutions and the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, in accordance with their respective 
existing mandates. In this regard, we invite them to further enhance the 
mainstreaming of sustainable development in their respective mandates, 
programmes, strategies and decision-making processes, in support of the efforts of 
all countries, in particular developing countries, in the achievement of sustainable 
development. 

92. We reaffirm the importance of broadening and strengthening the participation 
of developing countries in international economic decision-making and norm-
setting, and in this regard take note of recent important decisions on reform of the 
governance structures, quotas and voting rights of the Bretton Woods institutions, 
better reflecting current realities and enhancing the voice and participation of 
developing countries, and reiterate the importance of the reform of the governance 
of those institutions in order to deliver more effective, credible, accountable and 
legitimate institutions. 

93. We call for the further mainstreaming of the three dimensions of sustainable 
development throughout the United Nations system, and request the Secretary-
General to report to the General Assembly, through the Economic and Social 
Council, on the progress made in this regard. We also call for and recognize the 
importance of the strengthening of policy coordination within key structures of the 
Secretariat of the United Nations so as to ensure system-wide coherence in support 
of sustainable development, while ensuring accountability to Member States. 

94. We invite the governing bodies of the funds, programmes and specialized 
agencies of the United Nations development system to consider appropriate 
measures for integrating the social, economic and environmental dimensions across 
the operational activities of the United Nations system. We also emphasize that 

__________________ 

 32  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1673, No. 28911.  
 33  Ibid., vol. 2244, No. 39973.  
 34  Ibid., vol. 2256, No. 40214.  
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increasing the financial contributions to the United Nations development system is 
key to achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals, and in this regard we recognize the mutually 
reinforcing links among increased effectiveness, efficiency and coherence of the 
United Nations development system, achieving concrete results in assisting 
developing countries in eradicating poverty and achieving sustained economic 
growth and sustainable development. 

95. We emphasize the need to strengthen operational activities for development of 
the United Nations system in the field that are well aligned with national sustainable 
development priorities of developing countries. In this regard, we emphasize that 
the fundamental characteristics and principles of United Nations operational 
activities set forth in the relevant General Assembly resolutions provide the 
overarching framework for all matters pertaining to the United Nations development 
assistance operations in the field. We recognize the importance of strengthening 
United Nations system coordination. We look forward to receiving the outcome of 
the independent evaluation of the “Delivering as one” initiative. 

96. We call upon the United Nations system to improve the management of 
facilities and operations, by taking into account sustainable development practices, 
building on existing efforts and promoting cost effectiveness, and in accordance 
with legislative frameworks, including financial rules and regulations, while 
maintaining accountability to Member States. 
 

E. Regional, national, subnational and local levels 

97. We acknowledge the importance of the regional dimension of sustainable 
development. Regional frameworks can complement and facilitate effective 
translation of sustainable development policies into concrete action at the national 
level. 

98. We encourage regional, national, subnational and local authorities, as 
appropriate, to develop and utilize sustainable development strategies as key 
instruments for guiding decision-making and implementation of sustainable 
development at all levels, and in this regard we recognize that integrated social, 
economic and environmental data and information, as well as effective analysis and 
assessment of implementation, are important in decision-making processes. 

99. We encourage action at the regional, national, subnational and local levels to 
promote access to information, public participation and access to justice in 
environmental matters, as appropriate. 

100. We emphasize that regional and subregional organizations, including the 
United Nations regional commissions and their subregional offices, have a 
significant role to play in promoting a balanced integration of the economic, social 
and environmental dimensions of sustainable development in their respective 
regions. We underscore the need to support these institutions, including through the 
United Nations system, in the effective operationalization and implementation of 
sustainable development, and to facilitate institutional coherence and harmonization 
of relevant development policies, plans and programmes. In this regard, we urge 
these institutions to prioritize sustainable development through, inter alia, more 
efficient and effective capacity-building, development and implementation of 
regional agreements and arrangements as appropriate, and exchange of information, 
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best practices and lessons learned. We also welcome regional and cross-regional 
initiatives for sustainable development. We, furthermore, recognize the need to 
ensure effective linkage among global, regional, subregional and national processes 
to advance sustainable development. We encourage the enhancement of the United 
Nations regional commissions and their subregional offices in their respective 
capacities to support Member States in implementing sustainable development.  

101. We underline the need for more coherent and integrated planning and decision-
making at the national, subnational and local levels as appropriate, and to this end 
we call upon countries to strengthen national, subnational and/or local institutions or 
relevant multi-stakeholder bodies and processes, as appropriate, dealing with 
sustainable development, including to coordinate on matters of sustainable 
development and to enable effective integration of the three dimensions of 
sustainable development. 

102. We welcome regional and cross-regional initiatives for sustainable development, 
such as the Green Bridge Partnership Programme, which is voluntary and open for 
participation by all partners. 

103. We underscore the need to ensure long-term political commitment to 
sustainable development taking into account national circumstances and priorities, 
and in this regard we encourage all countries to undertake the necessary actions and 
measures to achieve sustainable development. 
 

V. Framework for action and follow-up 

A. Thematic areas and cross-sectoral issues 

104. We recognize that in order to achieve the objective of the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development, namely to secure renewed political 
commitment for sustainable development, as well as to address the themes of a 
green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication 
and the institutional framework for sustainable development, we commit to address 
remaining gaps in the implementation of the outcomes of the major summits on 
sustainable development, to address new and emerging challenges and to seize new 
opportunities through the actions enumerated below in this framework for action, 
supported, as appropriate, through provision of means of implementation. We 
recognize that goals, targets and indicators, including, where appropriate, gender-
sensitive indicators, are valuable in measuring and accelerating progress. We further 
note that progress in the implementation of the actions stipulated below can be 
enhanced by voluntarily sharing information, knowledge and experience. 
 

Poverty eradication 

105. We recognize that, three years from the 2015 target date of the Millennium 
Development Goals, while there has been progress in reducing poverty in some 
regions, this progress has been uneven and the number of people living in poverty in 
some countries continues to increase, with women and children constituting the 
majority of the most affected groups, especially in the least developed countries and 
particularly in Africa. 

106. We recognize that sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth in 
developing countries is a key requirement for eradicating poverty and hunger and 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals. In this regard, we emphasize that 
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national efforts of developing countries should be complemented by an enabling 
environment aimed at expanding the development opportunities of developing 
countries. We also emphasize the need to accord the highest priority to poverty 
eradication within the United Nations development agenda, addressing the root 
causes and challenges of poverty through integrated, coordinated and coherent 
strategies at all levels. 

107. We recognize that promoting universal access to social services can make an 
important contribution to consolidating and achieving development gains. Social 
protection systems that address and reduce inequality and social exclusion are 
essential for eradicating poverty and advancing the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals. In this regard, we strongly encourage initiatives aimed at 
enhancing social protection for all people. 
 

Food security and nutrition and sustainable agriculture 

108. We reaffirm our commitments regarding the right of everyone to have access 
to safe, sufficient and nutritious food, consistent with the right to adequate food and 
the fundamental right of everyone to be free from hunger. We acknowledge that 
food security and nutrition has become a pressing global challenge and, in this 
regard, we further reaffirm our commitment to enhancing food security and access 
to adequate, safe and nutritious food for present and future generations in line with 
the Five Rome Principles for Sustainable Global Food Security, adopted on 
16 November 2009,35 including for children under the age of 2, and through, as 
appropriate, national, regional and global food security and nutrition strategies. 

109. We recognize that a significant portion of the world’s poor live in rural areas, 
and that rural communities play an important role in the economic development of 
many countries. We emphasize the need to revitalize the agricultural and rural 
development sectors, notably in developing countries, in an economically, socially 
and environmentally sustainable manner. We recognize the importance of taking the 
necessary actions to better address the needs of rural communities by, inter alia, 
enhancing access by agricultural producers, in particular small producers, women, 
indigenous peoples and people living in vulnerable situations, to credit and other 
financial services, markets, secure land tenure, health care, social services, 
education, training, knowledge and appropriate and affordable technologies, 
including for efficient irrigation, reuse of treated wastewater and water harvesting 
and storage. We reiterate the importance of empowering rural women as critical 
agents for enhancing agricultural and rural development and food security and 
nutrition. We also recognize the importance of traditional sustainable agricultural 
practices, including traditional seed supply systems, including for many indigenous 
peoples and local communities. 

110. Noting the diversity of agricultural conditions and systems, we resolve to 
increase sustainable agricultural production and productivity globally, including by 
improving the functioning of markets and trading systems and strengthening 
international cooperation, particularly for developing countries, by increasing public 
and private investment in sustainable agriculture, land management and rural 
development. Key areas for investment and support include sustainable agricultural 
practices; rural infrastructure, storage capacities and related technologies; research 

__________________ 

 35 See Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, document WSFS 2009/2.  
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and development on sustainable agricultural technologies; development of strong 
agricultural cooperatives and value chains; and the strengthening of urban-rural 
linkages. We also recognize the need to significantly reduce post-harvest and other 
food losses and waste throughout the food supply chain. 

111. We reaffirm the necessity to promote, enhance and support more sustainable 
agriculture, including crops, livestock, forestry, fisheries and aquaculture, that 
improves food security, eradicates hunger and is economically viable, while 
conserving land, water, plant and animal genetic resources, biodiversity and 
ecosystems and enhancing resilience to climate change and natural disasters. We 
also recognize the need to maintain natural ecological processes that support food 
production systems.  

112. We stress the need to enhance sustainable livestock production systems, 
including by improving pasture land and irrigation schemes in line with national 
policies, legislation, rules and regulations, enhanced sustainable water management 
systems and efforts to eradicate and prevent the spread of animal diseases, 
recognizing that the livelihoods of farmers, including pastoralists, and the health of 
livestock are intertwined. 

113. We also stress the crucial role of healthy marine ecosystems, sustainable 
fisheries and sustainable aquaculture for food security and nutrition and in providing 
for the livelihoods of millions of people. 

114. We resolve to take action to enhance agricultural research, extension services, 
training and education to improve agricultural productivity and sustainability 
through the voluntary sharing of knowledge and good practices. We further resolve 
to improve access to information, technical knowledge and know-how, including 
through new information and communications technologies that empower farmers, 
fisherfolk and foresters to choose among diverse methods of achieving sustainable 
agricultural production. We call for the strengthening of international cooperation on 
agricultural research for development. 

115. We reaffirm the important work and inclusive nature of the Committee on 
World Food Security, including through its role in facilitating country-initiated 
assessments on sustainable food production and food security, and we encourage 
countries to give due consideration to implementing the Committee on World Food 
Security Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, 
Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security. We take note of the 
ongoing discussions on responsible agricultural investment in the framework of the 
Committee on World Food Security, as well as the principles for responsible 
agricultural investment. 

116. We stress the need to address the root causes of excessive food price volatility, 
including its structural causes, at all levels, and the need to manage the risks linked 
to high and excessively volatile prices in agricultural commodities and their 
consequences for global food security and nutrition, as well as for smallholder 
farmers and poor urban dwellers. 

117. We underline the importance of timely, accurate and transparent information in 
helping to address excessive food price volatility, and in this regard take note of the 
Agricultural Market Information System hosted by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations and urge the participating international 
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organizations, private sector actors and governments to ensure the public 
dissemination of timely and quality food market information products. 

118. We reaffirm that a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and 
equitable multilateral trading system will promote agricultural and rural development 
in developing countries and contribute to world food security. We urge national, 
regional and international strategies to promote the participation of farmers, 
especially smallholder farmers, including women, in community, domestic, regional 
and international markets. 
 

Water and sanitation 

119. We recognize that water is at the core of sustainable development as it is 
closely linked to a number of key global challenges. We therefore reiterate the 
importance of integrating water into sustainable development, and underline the 
critical importance of water and sanitation within the three dimensions of 
sustainable development. 

120. We reaffirm the commitments made in the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation and the Millennium Declaration regarding halving by 2015 the 
proportion of people without access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation and 
the development of integrated water resource management and water efficiency plans, 
ensuring sustainable water use. We commit to the progressive realization of access 
to safe and affordable drinking water and basic sanitation for all, as necessary for 
poverty eradication, women’s empowerment and to protect human health, and to 
significantly improve the implementation of integrated water resource management 
at all levels as appropriate. In this regard, we reiterate the commitments to support 
these efforts, in particular for developing countries, through the mobilization of 
resources from all sources, capacity-building and technology transfer. 

121. We reaffirm our commitments regarding the human right to safe drinking 
water and sanitation, to be progressively realized for our populations, with full 
respect for national sovereignty. We also highlight our commitment to the 
International Decade for Action, “Water for Life”, 2005-2015. 

122. We recognize the key role that ecosystems play in maintaining water quantity 
and quality, and support actions within respective national boundaries to protect and 
sustainably manage these ecosystems. 

123. We underline the need to adopt measures to address floods, droughts and water 
scarcity, addressing the balance between water supply and demand, including, where 
appropriate, non-conventional water resources, and to mobilize financial resources 
and investment in infrastructure for water and sanitation services, in accordance 
with national priorities. 

124. We stress the need to adopt measures to significantly reduce water pollution 
and increase water quality, significantly improve wastewater treatment and water 
efficiency and reduce water losses. In order to achieve this, we stress the need for 
international assistance and cooperation. 
 

Energy 

125. We recognize the critical role that energy plays in the development process, as 
access to sustainable modern energy services contributes to poverty eradication, 
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saves lives, improves health and helps to provide for basic human needs. We stress 
that these services are essential to social inclusion and gender equality, and that 
energy is also a key input to production. We commit to facilitate support for access 
to these services by 1.4 billion people worldwide who are currently without them. 
We recognize that access to these services is critical for achieving sustainable 
development. 

126. We emphasize the need to address the challenge of access to sustainable 
modern energy services for all, in particular for the poor, who are unable to afford 
these services even when they are available. We emphasize the need to take further 
action to improve this situation, including by mobilizing adequate financial 
resources, so as to provide these services in a reliable, affordable, economically 
viable and socially and environmentally acceptable manner in developing countries. 

127. We reaffirm support for the implementation of national and subnational 
policies and strategies, based on individual national circumstances and development 
aspirations, using an appropriate energy mix to meet developmental needs, including 
through increased use of renewable energy sources and other low-emission 
technologies, the more efficient use of energy, greater reliance on advanced energy 
technologies, including cleaner fossil fuel technologies, and the sustainable use of 
traditional energy resources. We commit to promoting sustainable modern energy 
services for all through national and subnational efforts, inter alia, on electrification 
and dissemination of sustainable cooking and heating solutions, including through 
collaborative actions to share best practices and adopt policies, as appropriate. We 
urge governments to create enabling environments that facilitate public and private 
sector investment in relevant and needed cleaner energy technologies. 

128. We recognize that improving energy efficiency, increasing the share of 
renewable energy and cleaner and energy-efficient technologies are important for 
sustainable development, including in addressing climate change. We also recognize 
the need for energy efficiency measures in urban planning, buildings and 
transportation and in the production of goods and services and the design of 
products. We also recognize the importance of promoting incentives in favour of, 
and removing disincentives to, energy efficiency and the diversification of the 
energy mix, including promoting research and development in all countries, 
including developing countries. 

129. We note the launching of the “Sustainable Energy for All” initiative by the 
Secretary-General, which focuses on access to energy, energy efficiency and 
renewable energies. We are all determined to act to make sustainable energy for all a 
reality and, through this, help to eradicate poverty and lead to sustainable 
development and global prosperity. We recognize that the activities of countries in 
broader energy-related matters are of great importance and are prioritized according 
to their specific challenges, capacities and circumstances, including their energy mix. 
 

Sustainable tourism 

130. We emphasize that well-designed and managed tourism can make a significant 
contribution to the three dimensions of sustainable development, has close linkages 
to other sectors and can create decent jobs and generate trade opportunities. We 
recognize the need to support sustainable tourism activities and relevant capacity-
building that promote environmental awareness, conserve and protect the 
environment, respect wildlife, flora, biodiversity, ecosystems and cultural diversity, 
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and improve the welfare and livelihoods of local communities by supporting their 
local economies and the human and natural environment as a whole. We call for 
enhanced support for sustainable tourism activities and relevant capacity-building in 
developing countries in order to contribute to the achievement of sustainable 
development. 

131. We encourage the promotion of investment in sustainable tourism, including 
ecotourism and cultural tourism, which may include creating small and medium-
sized enterprises and facilitating access to finance, including through microcredit 
initiatives for the poor, indigenous peoples and local communities in areas with high 
ecotourism potential. In this regard, we underline the importance of establishing, 
where necessary, appropriate guidelines and regulations, in accordance with national 
priorities and legislation, for promoting and supporting sustainable tourism. 
 

Sustainable transport 

132. We note that transportation and mobility are central to sustainable 
development. Sustainable transportation can enhance economic growth and improve 
accessibility. Sustainable transport achieves better integration of the economy while 
respecting the environment. We recognize the importance of the efficient movement 
of people and goods and access to environmentally sound, safe and affordable 
transportation as a means to improve social equity, health, resilience of cities, 
urban-rural linkages and productivity of rural areas. In this regard, we take into 
account road safety as part of our efforts to achieve sustainable development. 

133. We support the development of sustainable transport systems, including 
energy-efficient multimodal transport systems, notably public mass transportation 
systems, clean fuels and vehicles, as well as improved transportation systems in 
rural areas. We recognize the need to promote an integrated approach to 
policymaking at the national, regional and local levels for transport services and 
systems to promote sustainable development. We also recognize that the special 
development needs of landlocked and transit developing countries need to be taken 
into account while establishing sustainable transit transport systems. We acknowledge 
the need for international support to developing countries in this regard. 
 

Sustainable cities and human settlements 

134. We recognize that, if they are well planned and developed, including through 
integrated planning and management approaches, cities can promote economically, 
socially and environmentally sustainable societies. In this regard, we recognize the 
need for a holistic approach to urban development and human settlements that 
provides for affordable housing and infrastructure and prioritizes slum upgrading 
and urban regeneration. We commit to work towards improving the quality of 
human settlements, including the living and working conditions of both urban and 
rural dwellers in the context of poverty eradication so that all people have access to 
basic services, housing and mobility. We also recognize the need for conservation, 
as appropriate, of the natural and cultural heritage of human settlements, the 
revitalization of historic districts and the rehabilitation of city centres. 

135. We commit to promote an integrated approach to planning and building 
sustainable cities and urban settlements, including by supporting local authorities, 
increasing public awareness and enhancing participation of urban residents, 
including the poor, in decision-making. We also commit to promote sustainable 
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development policies that support inclusive housing and social services; a safe and 
healthy living environment for all, particularly children, youth, women and the 
elderly and disabled; affordable and sustainable transport and energy; the 
promotion, protection and restoration of safe and green urban spaces; safe and clean 
drinking water and sanitation; healthy air quality; the generation of decent jobs; and 
improved urban planning and slum upgrading. We further support the sustainable 
management of waste through the application of the 3Rs (reduce, reuse and recycle). 
We underline the importance of considering disaster risk reduction, resilience and 
climate risks in urban planning. We recognize the efforts of cities to balance 
development with rural regions. 

136. We emphasize the importance of increasing the number of metropolitan 
regions, cities and towns that are implementing policies for sustainable urban 
planning and design in order to respond effectively to the expected growth of urban 
populations in the coming decades. We note that sustainable urban planning benefits 
from the involvement of multiple stakeholders as well as from full use of 
information and sex-disaggregated data, including on demographic trends, income 
distribution and informal settlements. We recognize the important role of municipal 
governments in setting a vision for sustainable cities, from the initiation of city 
planning through to revitalization of older cities and neighbourhoods, including by 
adopting energy efficiency programmes in building management and developing 
sustainable, locally appropriate transport systems. We further recognize the 
importance of mixed-use planning and of encouraging non-motorized mobility, 
including by promoting pedestrian and cycling infrastructures. 

137. We recognize that partnerships among cities and communities play an 
important role in promoting sustainable development. In this regard, we stress the 
need to strengthen existing cooperation mechanisms and platforms, partnership 
arrangements and other implementation tools to advance the coordinated 
implementation of the Habitat Agenda36 with the active involvement of all relevant 
United Nations entities and with the overall aim of achieving sustainable urban 
development. We further recognize the continuing need for adequate and predictable 
financial contributions to the United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements 
Foundation so as to ensure timely, effective and concrete global implementation of 
the Habitat Agenda. 
 

Health and population 

138. We recognize that health is a precondition for and an outcome and indicator of 
all three dimensions of sustainable development. We understand the goals of 
sustainable development can only be achieved in the absence of a high prevalence of 
debilitating communicable and non-communicable diseases, and where populations 
can reach a state of physical, mental and social well-being. We are convinced that 
action on the social and environmental determinants of health, both for the poor and 
the vulnerable and for the entire population, is important to create inclusive, 
equitable, economically productive and healthy societies. We call for the full 
realization of the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of 
physical and mental health. 

__________________ 

 36  Report of the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II), Istanbul, 3-14 June 
1996 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.97.IV.6), chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.  
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139. We also recognize the importance of universal health coverage to enhancing 
health, social cohesion and sustainable human and economic development. We 
pledge to strengthen health systems towards the provision of equitable universal 
coverage. We call for the involvement of all relevant actors for coordinated 
multisectoral action to address urgently the health needs of the world’s population. 

140. We emphasize that HIV and AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, influenza, polio and 
other communicable diseases remain serious global concerns, and we commit to 
redouble efforts to achieve universal access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and 
support and to eliminate mother-to-child transmission of HIV, as well as to renew 
and strengthen the fight against malaria, tuberculosis and neglected tropical diseases. 

141. We acknowledge that the global burden and threat of non-communicable 
diseases constitutes one of the major challenges for sustainable development in the 
twenty-first century. We commit to strengthen health systems towards the provision 
of equitable, universal coverage and promote affordable access to prevention, 
treatment, care and support related to non-communicable diseases, especially 
cancer, cardiovascular diseases, chronic respiratory diseases and diabetes. We also 
commit to establish or strengthen multisectoral national policies for the prevention 
and control of non-communicable diseases. We recognize that reducing, inter alia, 
air, water and chemical pollution leads to positive effects on health. 

142. We reaffirm the right to use, to the fullest extent, the provisions contained in 
the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS 
Agreement),37 the Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health,38 
the decision of the General Council of the World Trade Organization of 30 August 
2003 on the implementation of paragraph 6 of the Doha Declaration,39 and, when 
formal acceptance procedures are completed, the amendment to article 31 of the 
TRIPS Agreement, which provide flexibilities for the protection of public health, 
and in particular to promote access to medicines for all and encourage the provision 
of assistance to developing countries in this regard. 

143. We call for further collaboration and cooperation at the national and 
international levels to strengthen health systems through increased health financing, 
recruitment, development and training and retention of the health workforce, 
through improved distribution and access to safe, affordable, effective and quality 
medicines, vaccines and medical technologies, and by improving health 
infrastructure. We support the leadership role of the World Health Organization as 
the directing and coordinating authority on international health work. 

144. We commit to systematically consider population trends and projections in our 
national, rural and urban development strategies and policies. Through forward-
looking planning, we can seize the opportunities and address the challenges 
associated with demographic change, including migration. 

145. We call for the full and effective implementation of the Beijing Platform for 
Action and the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population 
and Development, and the outcomes of their review conferences, including the 

__________________ 

 37 See Legal Instruments Embodying the Results of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade 
Negotiations, done at Marrakesh on 15 April 1994 (GATT secretariat publication, Sales 
No. GATT/1994-7).  

 38  World Trade Organization, document WT/MIN(01)/DEC/2.  
 39  See World Trade Organization, document WT/L/540 and Corr.1.  
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commitments leading to sexual and reproductive health and the promotion and 
protection of all human rights in this context. We emphasize the need for the 
provision of universal access to reproductive health, including family planning and 
sexual health, and the integration of reproductive health into national strategies and 
programmes. 

146. We commit to reduce maternal and child mortality and to improve the health of 
women, youth and children. We reaffirm our commitment to gender equality and to 
protect the rights of women, men and youth to have control over and decide freely 
and responsibly on matters related to their sexuality, including access to sexual and 
reproductive health, free from coercion, discrimination and violence. We will work 
actively to ensure that health systems provide the necessary information and health 
services addressing the sexual and reproductive health of women, including by 
working towards universal access to safe, effective, affordable and acceptable 
modern methods of family planning, as this is essential for women’s health and 
advancing gender equality. 
 

Promoting full and productive employment, decent work for all and 
social protection 

147. We recognize that poverty eradication, full and productive employment and 
decent work for all, and social integration and protection are interrelated and 
mutually reinforcing, and that enabling environments to promote them need to be 
created at all levels. 

148. We are concerned about labour market conditions and widespread deficits of 
available decent work opportunities, especially for young women and men. We urge 
all governments to address the global challenge of youth employment by developing 
and implementing strategies and policies that provide young people everywhere 
access to decent and productive work, as over the coming decades, decent jobs will 
need to be created to be able to ensure sustainable and inclusive development and 
reduce poverty. 

149. We recognize the importance of job creation by investing in and developing 
sound, effective and efficient economic and social infrastructure and productive 
capacities for sustainable development and sustained, inclusive and equitable 
economic growth. We call upon countries to enhance infrastructure investment for 
sustainable development, and we agree to support United Nations funds, 
programmes and agencies to help to assist and promote the efforts of developing 
countries, particularly the least developed countries, in this regard. 

150. We recognize the importance of job creation by adopting forward-looking 
macroeconomic policies that promote sustainable development and lead to 
sustained, inclusive and equitable economic growth, increase productive 
employment opportunities and promote agricultural and industrial development. 

151. We emphasize the need to enhance employment and income opportunities for 
all, especially for women and men living in poverty, and in this regard we support 
national efforts to provide new job opportunities to the poor in both rural and urban 
areas, including support to small and medium-sized enterprises. 

152. We recognize that workers should have access to education, skills, health care, 
social security, fundamental rights at work, social and legal protections, including 
occupational safety and health, and decent work opportunities. Governments, trade 
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unions, workers and employers all have a role to play in promoting decent work for 
all, and all should help young people to gain access to needed skills and 
employment opportunities, including in new and emerging sectors. Women and men 
should have equal access to opportunities to acquire job skills, as well as to worker 
protections. We recognize the importance of a just transition, including programmes 
to help workers to adjust to changing labour market conditions. 

153. We also recognize that informal unpaid work, performed mostly by women, 
contributes substantially to human well-being and sustainable development. In this 
regard, we commit to work towards safe and decent working conditions and access 
to social protection and education. 

154. We recognize that opportunities for decent work for all and job creation can be 
generated through, inter alia, public and private investments in scientific and 
technological innovation, public works in restoring, regenerating and conserving 
natural resources and ecosystems, and social and community services. We are 
encouraged by government initiatives to create jobs for poor people in restoring and 
managing natural resources and ecosystems, and we encourage the private sector to 
contribute to decent work for all and job creation for both women and men, and 
particularly for young people, including through partnerships with small and 
medium-sized enterprises and cooperatives. In this regard, we acknowledge the 
importance of efforts to promote the exchange of information and knowledge on 
decent work for all and job creation, including green jobs initiatives and related 
skills, and to facilitate the integration of relevant data into national economic and 
employment policies. 

155. We encourage the sharing of experiences and best practices on ways to address 
the high levels of unemployment and underemployment, in particular among young 
people. 

156. We stress the need to provide social protection to all members of society, 
fostering growth, resilience, social justice and cohesion, including those who are not 
employed in the formal economy. In this regard, we strongly encourage national and 
local initiatives aimed at providing social protection floors for all citizens. We 
support global dialogue on best practices for social protection programmes that 
takes into account the three dimensions of sustainable development and, in this 
regard, we note International Labour Organization Recommendation No. 202 
concerning national floors of social protection.  

157. We call upon States to promote and protect effectively the human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of all migrants regardless of migration status, especially 
those of women and children, and to address international migration through 
international, regional or bilateral cooperation and dialogue and a comprehensive 
and balanced approach, recognizing the roles and responsibilities of countries of 
origin, transit and destination in promoting and protecting the human rights of all 
migrants, and avoiding approaches that might aggravate their vulnerability. 
 

Oceans and seas 

158. We recognize that oceans, seas and coastal areas form an integrated and 
essential component of the Earth’s ecosystem and are critical to sustaining it, and 
that international law, as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
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the Sea,40 provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable use of 
the oceans and their resources. We stress the importance of the conservation and 
sustainable use of the oceans and seas and of their resources for sustainable 
development, including through their contributions to poverty eradication, sustained 
economic growth, food security and creation of sustainable livelihoods and decent 
work, while at the same time protecting biodiversity and the marine environment 
and addressing the impacts of climate change. We therefore commit to protect, and 
restore, the health, productivity and resilience of oceans and marine ecosystems, to 
maintain their biodiversity, enabling their conservation and sustainable use for 
present and future generations, and to effectively apply an ecosystem approach and 
the precautionary approach in the management, in accordance with international 
law, of activities having an impact on the marine environment, to deliver on all three 
dimensions of sustainable development. 

159. We recognize the importance of the Convention on the Law of the Sea to 
advancing sustainable development and its near universal adoption by States, and in 
this regard we urge all its parties to fully implement their obligations under the 
Convention. 

160. We recognize the importance of building the capacity of developing countries 
to be able to benefit from the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and 
seas and their resources, and in this regard we emphasize the need for cooperation in 
marine scientific research to implement the provisions of the Convention on the 
Law of the Sea and the outcomes of the major summits on sustainable development, 
as well as for the transfer of technology, taking into account the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission Criteria and Guidelines on the Transfer of Marine 
Technology.41 

161. We support the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the 
State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects, established 
under the auspices of the General Assembly, and look forward to the completion of 
its first global integrated assessment of the state of the marine environment by 2014 
and the subsequent consideration by the Assembly. We encourage consideration by 
States of the assessment findings at appropriate levels. 

162. We recognize the importance of the conservation and sustainable use of marine 
biodiversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction. We note the ongoing work under 
the auspices of the General Assembly of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal Working 
Group to study issues relating to the conservation and sustainable use of marine 
biological diversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction. Building on the work of 
the Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal Working Group and before the end of the sixty-
ninth session of the General Assembly, we commit to address, on an urgent basis, the 
issue of the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity beyond 
areas of national jurisdiction, including by taking a decision on the development of 
an international instrument under the Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

163. We note with concern that the health of oceans and marine biodiversity are 
negatively affected by marine pollution, including marine debris, especially plastic, 
persistent organic pollutants, heavy metals and nitrogen-based compounds, from a 
number of marine and land-based sources, including shipping and land run-off. We 

__________________ 

 40 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1833, No. 31363. 
 41  See Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, document IOC/INF-1203.  
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commit to take action to reduce the incidence and impacts of such pollution on 
marine ecosystems, including through the effective implementation of relevant 
conventions adopted in the framework of the International Maritime Organization, 
and the follow-up of relevant initiatives such as the Global Programme of Action for 
the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities,42 as well as 
the adoption of coordinated strategies to this end. We further commit to take action 
to, by 2025, based on collected scientific data, achieve significant reductions in 
marine debris to prevent harm to the coastal and marine environment. 

164. We note the significant threat that alien invasive species pose to marine 
ecosystems and resources, and commit to implement measures to prevent the 
introduction and manage the adverse environmental impacts of alien invasive 
species, including, as appropriate, those adopted in the framework of the 
International Maritime Organization. 

165. We note that sea-level rise and coastal erosion are serious threats for many 
coastal regions and islands, particularly in developing countries, and in this regard 
we call upon the international community to enhance its efforts to address these 
challenges. 

166. We call for support to initiatives that address ocean acidification and the 
impacts of climate change on marine and coastal ecosystems and resources. In this 
regard, we reiterate the need to work collectively to prevent further ocean 
acidification, as well as to enhance the resilience of marine ecosystems and of the 
communities whose livelihoods depend on them, and to support marine scientific 
research, monitoring and observation of ocean acidification and particularly 
vulnerable ecosystems, including through enhanced international cooperation in this 
regard. 

167. We stress our concern about the potential environmental impacts of ocean 
fertilization. In this regard, we recall the decisions related to ocean fertilization 
adopted by the relevant intergovernmental bodies, and resolve to continue 
addressing ocean fertilization with utmost caution, consistent with the precautionary 
approach. 

168. We commit to intensify our efforts to meet the 2015 target as agreed to in the 
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation to maintain or restore stocks to levels that can 
produce maximum sustainable yield on an urgent basis. In this regard, we further 
commit to urgently take the measures necessary to maintain or restore all stocks at 
least to levels that can produce the maximum sustainable yield, with the aim of 
achieving these goals in the shortest time feasible, as determined by their biological 
characteristics. To achieve this, we commit to urgently develop and implement 
science-based management plans, including by reducing or suspending fishing catch 
and fishing effort commensurate with the status of the stock. We further commit to 
enhance action to manage by-catch, discards and other adverse ecosystem impacts 
from fisheries, including by eliminating destructive fishing practices. We also 
commit to enhance actions to protect vulnerable marine ecosystems from significant 
adverse impacts, including through the effective use of impact assessments. Such 
actions, including those through competent organizations, should be undertaken 
consistent with international law, the applicable international instruments and 

__________________ 

 42  See A/51/116, annex II.  
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relevant General Assembly resolutions and guidelines of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations. 

169. We urge States parties to the 1995 Agreement for the Implementation of the 
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 
1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and 
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks43 to fully implement that Agreement and to give, in 
accordance with Part VII of the Agreement, full recognition to the special 
requirements of developing States. Furthermore, we call upon all States to implement 
the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries44 and the international plans of 
action and technical guidelines of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations. 

170. We acknowledge that illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing deprive many 
countries of a crucial natural resource and remain a persistent threat to their 
sustainable development. We recommit to eliminate illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing as advanced in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, and to 
prevent and combat these practices, including by the following: developing and 
implementing national and regional action plans in accordance with the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations International Plan of Action to 
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing; 
implementing, in accordance with international law, effective and coordinated 
measures by coastal States, flag States, port States, chartering nations and the States 
of nationality of the beneficial owners and others who support or engage in illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing by identifying vessels engaged in such fishing 
and by depriving offenders of the benefits accruing from it; as well as cooperating 
with developing countries to systematically identify needs and build capacity, 
including support for monitoring, control, surveillance, compliance and enforcement 
systems. 

171. We call upon States that have signed the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and 
Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing45 to expedite procedures for 
its ratification with a view to its early entry into force. 

172. We recognize the need for transparency and accountability in fisheries 
management by regional fisheries management organizations. We recognize the 
efforts already made by those regional fisheries management organizations that have 
undertaken independent performance reviews, and call upon all regional fisheries 
management organizations to regularly undertake such reviews and make the results 
publicly available. We encourage implementation of the recommendations of such 
reviews and recommend that the comprehensiveness of those reviews be 
strengthened over time, as necessary. 

173. We reaffirm our commitment in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation to 
eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and 
overcapacity, taking into account the importance of this sector to developing 

__________________ 

 43 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2167, No. 37924. 
 44 International Fisheries Instruments with Index (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.98.V.11), 

sect. III. 
 45  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Report of the Conference of FAO, 

Thirty-sixth Session, Rome, 18-23 November 2009 (C 2009/REP and Corr.1-3), appendix E.  
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countries, and we reiterate our commitment to conclude multilateral disciplines on 
fisheries subsidies that will give effect to the mandates of the World Trade 
Organization Doha Development Agenda46 and the Hong Kong Ministerial 
Declaration47 to strengthen disciplines on subsidies in the fisheries sector, including 
through the prohibition of certain forms of fisheries subsidies that contribute to 
overcapacity and overfishing, recognizing that appropriate and effective special and 
differential treatment for developing and least developed countries should be an 
integral part of World Trade Organization fisheries subsidies negotiation, taking into 
account the importance of the sector to development priorities, poverty reduction 
and livelihood and food security concerns. We encourage States to further improve 
the transparency and reporting of existing fisheries subsidies programmes through 
the World Trade Organization. Given the state of fisheries resources, and without 
prejudicing the Doha and Hong Kong ministerial mandates on fisheries subsidies or 
the need to conclude these negotiations, we encourage States to eliminate subsidies 
that contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, and to refrain from introducing new 
such subsidies or from extending or enhancing existing ones. 

174. We urge the identification and mainstreaming by 2014 of strategies that further 
assist developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small 
island developing States, in developing their national capacity to conserve, 
sustainably manage and realize the benefits of sustainable fisheries, including 
through improved market access for fish products from developing countries. 

175. We commit to observe the need to ensure access to fisheries and the 
importance of access to markets, by subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fisherfolk 
and women fish workers, as well as indigenous peoples and their communities, 
particularly in developing countries, especially small island developing States. 

176. We also recognize the significant economic, social and environmental 
contributions of coral reefs, in particular to islands and other coastal States, as well 
as the significant vulnerability of coral reefs and mangroves to impacts, including 
from climate change, ocean acidification, overfishing, destructive fishing practices 
and pollution. We support international cooperation with a view to conserving coral 
reef and mangrove ecosystems and realizing their social, economic and 
environmental benefits, as well as facilitating technical collaboration and voluntary 
information-sharing. 

177. We reaffirm the importance of area-based conservation measures, including 
marine protected areas, consistent with international law and based on best available 
scientific information, as a tool for conservation of biological diversity and 
sustainable use of its components. We note decision X/2 of the tenth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, held in 
Nagoya, Japan, from 18 to 29 October 2010, that, by 2020, 10 per cent of coastal 
and marine areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and 
ecosystem services, are to be conserved through effectively and equitably managed, 
ecologically representative and well-connected systems of protected areas and other 
effective area-based conservation measures.48 
 

__________________ 

 46 See A/C.2/56/7, annex.  
 47 World Trade Organization, document WT/MIN(05)/DEC.  
 48 See United Nations Environment Programme, document UNEP/CBD/COP/10/27, annex.  
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Small island developing States 

178. We reaffirm that small island developing States remain a special case for 
sustainable development in view of their unique and particular vulnerabilities, 
including their small size, remoteness, narrow resource and export base, and 
exposure to global environmental challenges and external economic shocks, 
including to a large range of impacts from climate change and potentially more 
frequent and intense natural disasters. We note with concern that the outcome of the 
five-year review of the Mauritius Strategy49 concluded that small island developing 
States have made less progress than most other groupings, or even regressed, in 
economic terms, especially in terms of poverty reduction and debt sustainability. 
Sea-level rise and other adverse impacts of climate change continue to pose a 
significant risk to small island developing States and their efforts to achieve 
sustainable development and, for many, represent the gravest of threats to their 
survival and viability, including for some through the loss of territory. We also 
remain concerned that, while small island developing States have progressed in the 
areas of gender, health, education and the environment, their overall progress 
towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals has been uneven. 

179. We call for continued and enhanced efforts to assist small island developing 
States in implementing the Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius 
Strategy. We also call for a strengthening of United Nations system support to small 
island developing States in keeping with the multiple ongoing and emerging 
challenges faced by these States in achieving sustainable development. 

180. Building on the Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius Strategy, we 
call for the convening in 2014 of a third international conference on small island 
developing States, recognizing the importance of coordinated, balanced and 
integrated actions to address the sustainable development challenges facing small 
island developing States, and we invite the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh 
session to determine the modalities of the conference.  
 

Least developed countries  

181. We agree to effectively implement the Istanbul Programme of Action and to 
fully integrate its priority areas into the present framework for action, the broader 
implementation of which will contribute to the overarching goal of the Istanbul 
Programme of Action of enabling half the least developed countries to meet the 
criteria for graduation by 2020. 
 

Landlocked developing countries  

182. We invite Member States, including development partners, organizations of the 
United Nations system and other relevant international, regional and subregional 
organizations, to speed up further the implementation of the specific actions in the 
five priorities agreed upon in the Almaty Programme of Action and those contained 
in the declaration on the midterm review of the Almaty Programme of Action, in a 
better coordinated manner, in particular for the construction, maintenance and 
improvement of their transport, storage and other transit-related facilities, including 
alternative routes, completion of missing links and improved communications and 

__________________ 

 49  See resolution 65/2.  
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energy infrastructure, so as to support the sustainable development of landlocked 
developing countries. 
 

Africa  

183. While we acknowledge that some progress has been made towards the 
fulfilment of international commitments related to Africa’s development needs, we 
emphasize that significant challenges remain in achieving sustainable development 
on the continent. 

184. We call upon the international community to enhance support and fulfil 
commitments to advance action in areas critical to Africa’s sustainable development, 
and welcome the efforts by development partners to strengthen cooperation with the 
New Partnership for Africa’s Development. We also welcome the progress made by 
African countries in deepening democracy, human rights, good governance and 
sound economic management, and encourage African countries to continue their 
efforts in this regard. We invite all Africa’s development partners, in particular 
developed countries, to support African countries in strengthening human capacities 
and democratic institutions, consistent with their priorities and objectives, with a 
view to furthering Africa’s development at all levels, including by facilitating the 
transfer of technology needed by African countries as mutually agreed. We 
recognize the continued efforts by African countries to create enabling environments 
for inclusive growth in support of sustainable development and the need for the 
international community to make continued efforts to increase the flow of new and 
additional resources for financing for development from all sources, public and 
private, domestic and foreign, to support these development efforts by African 
countries, and welcome the various important initiatives established between 
African countries and their development partners in this regard. 
 

Regional efforts 

185. We encourage coordinated regional actions to promote sustainable 
development. We recognize, in this regard, that important steps have been taken to 
promote sustainable development, in particular in the Arab region, Latin America 
and the Caribbean and the Asia-Pacific region, through relevant forums, including 
within the United Nations regional commissions. While noting that challenges 
remain in several areas, the international community welcomes these efforts, and the 
results already achieved, and calls for actions at all levels for their further 
development and implementation. 
 

Disaster risk reduction  

186. We reaffirm our commitment to the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: 
Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters,50 and call for 
States, the United Nations system, the international financial institutions, 
subregional, regional and international organizations and civil society to accelerate 
implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action and the achievement of its 
goals. We call for disaster risk reduction and the building of resilience to disasters to 
be addressed with a renewed sense of urgency in the context of sustainable 
development and poverty eradication and, as appropriate, to be integrated into 

__________________ 

 50 A/CONF.206/6 and Corr.1, chap. I, resolution 2. 
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policies, plans, programmes and budgets at all levels and considered within relevant 
future frameworks. We invite governments at all levels, as well as relevant 
subregional, regional and international organizations, to commit to adequate, timely 
and predictable resources for disaster risk reduction in order to enhance the 
resilience of cities and communities to disasters, according to their own 
circumstances and capacities. 

187. We recognize the importance of early warning systems as part of effective 
disaster risk reduction at all levels in order to reduce economic and social damages, 
including the loss of human life, and in this regard encourage States to integrate 
such systems into their national disaster risk reduction strategies and plans. We 
encourage donors and the international community to enhance international 
cooperation in support of disaster risk reduction in developing countries, as 
appropriate, through technical assistance, technology transfer as mutually agreed, 
capacity-building and training programmes. We further recognize the importance of 
comprehensive hazard and risk assessments, and knowledge- and information-
sharing, including reliable geospatial information. We commit to undertake and 
strengthen in a timely manner risk assessment and disaster risk reduction 
instruments. 

188. We stress the importance of stronger interlinkages among disaster risk 
reduction, recovery and long-term development planning, and call for more 
coordinated and comprehensive strategies that integrate disaster risk reduction and 
climate change adaptation considerations into public and private investment, 
decision-making and the planning of humanitarian and development actions, in 
order to reduce risk, increase resilience and provide a smoother transition between 
relief, recovery and development. In this regard, we recognize the need to integrate 
a gender perspective into the design and implementation of all phases of disaster 
risk management. 

189. We call for all relevant stakeholders, including governments, international, 
regional and subregional organizations, the private sector and civil society, to take 
appropriate and effective measures, taking into account the three dimensions of 
sustainable development, including by strengthening coordination and cooperation 
to reduce exposure to risk for the protection of people, and infrastructure and other 
national assets, from the impact of disasters, in line with the Hyogo Framework for 
Action and any post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction. 
 

Climate change 

190. We reaffirm that climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time, 
and we express profound alarm that emissions of greenhouse gases continue to rise 
globally. We are deeply concerned that all countries, particularly developing 
countries, are vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change and are already 
experiencing increased impacts, including persistent drought and extreme weather 
events, sea-level rise, coastal erosion and ocean acidification, further threatening 
food security and efforts to eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development. 
In this regard, we emphasize that adaptation to climate change represents an 
immediate and urgent global priority. 

191. We underscore that the global nature of climate change calls for the widest 
possible cooperation by all countries and their participation in an effective and 
appropriate international response, with a view to accelerating the reduction of 
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global greenhouse gas emissions. We recall that the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change provides that parties should protect the climate 
system for the benefit of present and future generations of humankind on the basis 
of equity and in accordance with their common but differentiated responsibilities 
and respective capabilities. We note with grave concern the significant gap between 
the aggregate effect of mitigation pledges by parties in terms of global annual 
emissions of greenhouse gases by 2020 and aggregate emission pathways consistent 
with having a likely chance of holding the increase in global average temperature 
below 2° C, or 1.5° C above pre-industrial levels. We recognize the importance of 
mobilizing funding from a variety of sources, public and private, bilateral and 
multilateral, including innovative sources of finance, to support nationally 
appropriate mitigation actions, adaptation measures, technology development and 
transfer and capacity-building in developing countries. In this regard, we welcome 
the launching of the Green Climate Fund, and call for its prompt operationalization 
so as to have an early and adequate replenishment process. 

192. We urge parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change and parties to the Kyoto Protocol thereto51 to fully implement their 
commitments, as well as decisions adopted under those agreements. In this regard, 
we will build upon the progress achieved, including at the seventeenth session of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention and the seventh session of the 
Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto 
Protocol, held in Durban, South Africa, from 28 November to 9 December 2011.  
 

Forests 

193. We highlight the social, economic and environmental benefits of forests to 
people and the contributions of sustainable forest management to the themes and 
objective of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development. We 
support cross-sectoral and cross-institutional policies promoting sustainable forest 
management. We reaffirm that the wide range of products and services that forests 
provide creates opportunities to address many of the most pressing sustainable 
development challenges. We call for enhanced efforts to achieve the sustainable 
management of forests, reforestation, restoration and afforestation, and we support 
all efforts that effectively slow, halt and reverse deforestation and forest 
degradation, including promoting trade in legally harvested forest products. We note 
the importance of such ongoing initiatives as reducing emissions from deforestation 
and forest degradation in developing countries, and the role of conservation, 
sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in 
developing countries. We call for increased efforts to strengthen forest governance 
frameworks and means of implementation, in accordance with the non-legally 
binding instrument on all types of forests,52 in order to achieve sustainable forest 
management. To this end, we commit to improving the livelihoods of people and 
communities by creating the conditions needed for them to sustainably manage 
forests, including by strengthening cooperation arrangements in the areas of finance, 
trade, transfer of environmentally sound technologies, capacity-building and 
governance, as well as by promoting secure land tenure, particularly with regard to 

__________________ 

 51  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2303, No. 30822. 
 52  Resolution 62/98, annex.  



 A/CONF.216/16
 

39 12-46164 
 

decision-making and benefit-sharing, in accordance with national legislation and 
priorities. 

194. We call for urgent implementation of the non-legally binding instrument on all 
types of forests and the ministerial declaration of the high-level segment of the ninth 
session of the United Nations Forum on Forests on the occasion of the launch of the 
International Year of Forests.53 

195. We recognize that the United Nations Forum on Forests, with its universal 
membership and comprehensive mandate, plays a vital role in addressing forest-
related issues in a holistic and integrated manner and promoting international policy 
coordination and cooperation to achieve sustainable forest management. We invite 
the Collaborative Partnership on Forests to continue its support to the Forum and 
encourage stakeholders to remain actively engaged in the work of the Forum. 

196. We stress the importance of integrating sustainable forest management 
objectives and practices into the mainstream of economic policy and decision-
making, and to that end we commit to working through the governing bodies of 
member organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests to integrate, as 
appropriate, the sustainable management of all types of forests into their strategies 
and programmes. 
 

Biodiversity 

197. We reaffirm the intrinsic value of biological diversity, as well as the 
ecological, genetic, social, economic, scientific, educational, cultural, recreational 
and aesthetic values of biological diversity and its critical role in maintaining 
ecosystems that provide essential services, which are critical foundations for 
sustainable development and human well-being. We recognize the severity of the 
global loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystems, and emphasize that 
these undermine global development, affecting food security and nutrition, the 
provision of and access to water and the health of the rural poor and of people 
worldwide, including present and future generations. This highlights the importance 
of the conservation of biodiversity, enhancing habitat connectivity and building 
ecosystem resilience. We recognize that the traditional knowledge, innovations and 
practices of indigenous peoples and local communities make an important 
contribution to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and their wider 
application can support social well-being and sustainable livelihoods. We further 
recognize that indigenous peoples and local communities are often the most directly 
dependent on biodiversity and ecosystems and thus are often the most immediately 
affected by their loss and degradation. 

198. We reiterate our commitment to the achievement of the three objectives of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, and call for urgent actions that effectively 
reduce the rate of, halt and reverse the loss of biodiversity. In this context, we affirm 
the importance of implementing the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and 
achieving the Aichi Biodiversity Targets adopted by the Conference of the Parties to 
the Convention at its tenth meeting.48  

__________________ 

 53 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2011, Supplement No. 22 (E/2011/42), 
chap. I, sect. A, draft decision I; see also decision 66/543. 
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199. We note the adoption of the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources 
and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from Their Utilization to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity,48 and we invite parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity to ratify or accede to the Protocol, so as to ensure its entry into 
force at the earliest possible opportunity. We acknowledge the role of access and 
benefit-sharing arising from the utilization of genetic resources in contributing to 
the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, poverty eradication and 
environmental sustainability. 

200. We welcome the strategy for resource mobilization in support of the 
achievement of the three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity, 
including the commitment to substantially increasing resources from all sources in 
support of biodiversity, in accordance with decisions taken at the Conference of the 
Parties at its tenth meeting. 

201. We support mainstreaming the consideration of the socioeconomic impacts and 
benefits of the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and its components, 
as well as ecosystems that provide essential services, into relevant programmes and 
policies at all levels, in accordance with national legislation, circumstances and 
priorities. We encourage investments, through appropriate incentives and policies, 
which support the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and 
restoration of degraded ecosystems, consistent and in harmony with the Convention 
on Biological Diversity and other relevant international obligations. 

202. We agree to promote international cooperation and partnerships, as 
appropriate, and information exchange, and in this context we welcome the United 
Nations Decade on Biodiversity, 2011-2020, for the purpose of encouraging the 
active involvement of all stakeholders in the conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity, as well as access to and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits 
arising from the utilization of genetic resources, with the vision of living in 
harmony with nature. 

203. We recognize the important role of the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora,54 an international agreement that 
stands at the intersection between trade, the environment and development, 
promotes the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, should contribute to 
tangible benefits for local people and ensures that no species entering into 
international trade is threatened with extinction. We recognize the economic, social 
and environmental impacts of illicit trafficking in wildlife, where firm and 
strengthened action needs to be taken on both the supply and demand sides. In this 
regard, we emphasize the importance of effective international cooperation among 
relevant multilateral environmental agreements and international organizations. We 
further stress the importance of basing the listing of species on agreed criteria. 

204. We take note of the establishment of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy 
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, and invite an early commencement 
of its work in order to provide the best available policy-relevant information on 
biodiversity to assist decision makers. 
 

__________________ 

 54 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1760, No. 30619. 



 A/CONF.216/16
 

41 12-46164 
 

Desertification, land degradation and drought 

205. We recognize the economic and social significance of good land management, 
including soil, particularly its contribution to economic growth, biodiversity, 
sustainable agriculture and food security, eradicating poverty, women’s empowerment, 
addressing climate change and improving water availability. We stress that 
desertification, land degradation and drought are challenges of a global dimension 
and continue to pose serious challenges to the sustainable development of all 
countries, in particular developing countries. We also stress the particular challenges 
this poses for Africa, the least developed countries and the landlocked developing 
countries. In this regard, we express deep concern at the devastating consequences 
of cyclical drought and famine in Africa, in particular in the Horn of Africa and the 
Sahel region, and call for urgent action through short-, medium- and long-term 
measures at all levels.  

206. We recognize the need for urgent action to reverse land degradation. In view of 
this, we will strive to achieve a land-degradation-neutral world in the context of 
sustainable development. This should act to catalyse financial resources from a 
range of public and private sources. 

207. We reaffirm our resolve, in accordance with the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification, to take coordinated action nationally, regionally and 
internationally, to monitor, globally, land degradation and restore degraded lands in 
arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas. We resolve to support and strengthen the 
implementation of the Convention and the ten-year strategic plan and framework to 
enhance its implementation (2008-2018),55 including by mobilizing adequate, 
predictable and timely financial resources. We note the importance of mitigating the 
effects of desertification, land degradation and drought, including by preserving and 
developing oases, restoring degraded lands, improving soil quality and improving 
water management, in order to contribute to sustainable development and poverty 
eradication. In this regard, we encourage and recognize the importance of 
partnerships and initiatives for the safeguarding of land resources. We also 
encourage capacity-building, extension training programmes and scientific studies 
and initiatives aimed at deepening understanding and raising awareness of the 
economic, social and environmental benefits of sustainable land management 
policies and practices. 

208. We stress the importance of the further development and implementation of 
scientifically based, sound and socially inclusive methods and indicators for 
monitoring and assessing the extent of desertification, land degradation and drought, 
as well as the importance of efforts under way to promote scientific research and 
strengthen the scientific base of activities to address desertification and drought in 
accordance with the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. In this 
respect, we take note of the decision of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention at its tenth session, held in Changwon City, Republic of Korea, from 
10 to 21 October 2011, to establish an ad hoc working group, taking into account 
regional balance, to discuss specific options for the provision of scientific advice to 
its parties.56 

__________________ 
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209. We reiterate the need for cooperation through the sharing of climate and 
weather information and forecasting and early warning systems related to 
desertification, land degradation and drought, as well as to dust storms and 
sandstorms, at the global, regional and subregional levels. In this regard, we invite 
States and relevant organizations to cooperate in the sharing of related information, 
forecasting and early warning systems. 
 

Mountains 

210. We recognize that the benefits derived from mountain regions are essential for 
sustainable development. Mountain ecosystems play a crucial role in providing 
water resources to a large portion of the world’s population; fragile mountain 
ecosystems are particularly vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change, 
deforestation and forest degradation, land use change, land degradation and natural 
disasters; and mountain glaciers around the world are retreating and getting thinner, 
with increasing impacts on the environment and human well-being. 

211. We further recognize that mountains are often home to communities, including 
indigenous peoples and local communities, that have developed sustainable uses of 
mountain resources. These communities are, however, often marginalized, and we 
therefore stress that continued effort will be required to address poverty, food 
security and nutrition, social exclusion and environmental degradation in these 
areas. We invite States to strengthen cooperative action with effective involvement 
and sharing of experience of all relevant stakeholders, by strengthening existing 
arrangements, agreements and centres of excellence for sustainable mountain 
development, as well as exploring new arrangements and agreements, as appropriate. 

212. We call for greater efforts towards the conservation of mountain ecosystems, 
including their biodiversity. We encourage States to adopt a long-term vision and 
holistic approaches, including by incorporating mountain-specific policies into 
national sustainable development strategies, which could include, inter alia, poverty 
reduction plans and programmes for mountain areas, particularly in developing 
countries. In this regard, we call for international support for sustainable mountain 
development in developing countries. 
 

Chemicals and waste 

213. We recognize that the sound management of chemicals is crucial for the 
protection of human health and the environment. We further recognize that growing 
global production and use of chemicals and their prevalence in the environment 
calls for increased international cooperation. We reaffirm our aim to achieve, by 
2020, the sound management of chemicals throughout their life cycle and of 
hazardous waste in ways that lead to minimization of significant adverse effects on 
human health and the environment, as set out in the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation. We also reaffirm our commitment to an approach for the sound 
management of chemicals and waste, at all levels, that responds in an effective, 
efficient, coherent and coordinated manner to new and emerging issues and 
challenges, and encourage further progress across countries and regions in order to 
fill the gaps in the implementation of commitments. 
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214. We call for the effective implementation and strengthening of the Strategic 
Approach to International Chemicals Management57 as part of a robust, coherent, 
effective and efficient system for the sound management of chemicals throughout 
their life cycle, including to respond to emerging challenges. 

215. We are deeply concerned that many countries, in particular the least developed 
countries, lack the capacity for sound management of chemicals and waste 
throughout their life cycles. Additional efforts are needed to enhance work towards 
strengthening capacities, including through partnerships, technical assistance and 
improved governance structures. We encourage countries and organizations which 
have made progress towards achieving the goal of sound management of chemicals 
by 2020 to assist other countries by sharing knowledge, experience and best 
practices.  

216. We commend the increased coordination and cooperation among chemical and 
waste conventions, namely the Basel Convention, the Rotterdam Convention and the 
Stockholm Convention, and encourage continued enhanced coordination and 
cooperation among them and with the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 
Management. We take note of the important role of the regional and coordinating 
centres of the Basel Convention and of those of the Stockholm Convention. 

217. We commend existing public-private partnerships, and call for continued, new 
and innovative public-private partnerships among industry, governments, academia 
and other non-governmental stakeholders, aiming to enhance capacity and 
technology for environmentally sound chemicals and waste management, including 
for waste prevention. 

218. We recognize the importance of adopting a life-cycle approach and of further 
development and implementation of policies for resource efficiency and 
environmentally sound waste management. We therefore commit to further reduce, 
reuse and recycle waste (the 3Rs) and to increase energy recovery from waste, with 
a view to managing the majority of global waste in an environmentally sound 
manner and, where possible, as a resource. Solid wastes, such as electronic waste 
and plastics, pose particular challenges, which should be addressed. We call for the 
development and enforcement of comprehensive national and local waste 
management policies, strategies, laws and regulations. 

219. We urge countries and other stakeholders to take all possible measures to 
prevent the unsound management of hazardous wastes and their illegal dumping, 
particularly in countries where the capacity to deal with these wastes is limited, in a 
manner consistent with the obligations of countries under relevant international 
instruments. In this context, we welcome the relevant decisions taken at the tenth 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention, held in Cartagena, 
Colombia, from 17 to 21 October 2011.58 

220. We recognize the importance of science-based assessments of the risks posed 
by chemicals to human beings and the environment and of reducing human and 
environmental exposure to hazardous chemicals. We encourage the development of 
environmentally sound and safer alternatives to hazardous chemicals in products 
and processes. To this end, we encourage, inter alia, life-cycle assessment, public 

__________________ 

 57 See the report of the International Conference on Chemicals Management on the work of its first 
session (SAICM/ICCM.1/7), annexes I-III. 

 58  See United Nations Environment Programme, document UNEP/CHW.10/28, annex I.  
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information, extended producer responsibility, research and development, 
sustainable design and knowledge-sharing, as appropriate. 

221. We welcome the ongoing negotiating process on a global legally binding 
instrument on mercury to address the risks to human health and the environment, 
and call for a successful outcome to the negotiations. 

222. We recognize that the phase-out of ozone-depleting substances is resulting in a 
rapid increase in the use and release of high global warming potential hydrofluorocarbons 
to the environment. We support a gradual phase-down in the consumption and 
production of hydrofluorocarbons. 

223. We acknowledge that sustainable and adequate long-term funding is a key 
element for the sound management of chemicals and waste, in particular in 
developing countries. In this regard, we welcome the consultative process on 
financing options for chemicals and waste, initiated to consider the need for 
heightened efforts to increase the political priority accorded to sound management 
of chemicals and waste, and the increased need for sustainable, predictable, 
adequate and accessible financing for the chemicals and waste agenda. We look 
forward to the forthcoming proposals by the Executive Director of the United 
Nations Environment Programme, which will be considered by the International 
Conference on Chemicals Management and at the twenty-seventh session of the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme, which will be 
held in Nairobi, from 18 to 22 February 2013. 
 

Sustainable consumption and production 

224. We recall the commitments made in the Rio Declaration, Agenda 21 and the 
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation on sustainable consumption and production 
and, in particular, the request in chapter III of the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation to encourage and promote the development of a ten-year framework 
of programmes. We recognize that fundamental changes in the way societies consume 
and produce are indispensable for achieving global sustainable development. 

225. Countries reaffirm the commitments they have made to phase out harmful and 
inefficient fossil fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption and undermine 
sustainable development. We invite others to consider rationalizing inefficient fossil 
fuel subsidies by removing market distortions, including restructuring taxation and 
phasing out harmful subsidies, where they exist, to reflect their environmental 
impacts, with such policies taking fully into account the specific needs and 
conditions of developing countries, with the aim of minimizing the possible adverse 
impacts on their development and in a manner that protects the poor and the affected 
communities. 

226. We adopt the ten-year framework of programmes on sustainable consumption 
and production patterns,59 and highlight the fact that the programmes included in 
the framework are voluntary. We invite the General Assembly, at its sixty-seventh 
session, to designate a Member State body to take any necessary steps to fully 
operationalize the framework. 
 

__________________ 

 59 A/CONF.216/5, annex. 
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Mining 

227. We acknowledge that minerals and metals make a major contribution to the 
world economy and modern societies. We note that mining industries are important 
to all countries with mineral resources, in particular developing countries. We also 
note that mining offers the opportunity to catalyse broad-based economic 
development, reduce poverty and assist countries in meeting internationally agreed 
development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, when managed 
effectively and properly. We acknowledge that countries have the sovereign right to 
develop their mineral resources according to their national priorities and a 
responsibility regarding the exploitation of resources, as described in the Rio 
Principles. We further acknowledge that mining activities should maximize social 
and economic benefits, as well as effectively address negative environmental and 
social impacts. In this regard, we recognize that governments need strong capacities 
to develop, manage and regulate their mining industries, in the interest of 
sustainable development. 

228. We recognize the importance of strong and effective legal and regulatory 
frameworks, policies and practices for the mining sector that deliver economic and 
social benefits and include effective safeguards that reduce social and environmental 
impacts, as well as conserve biodiversity and ecosystems, including during post-
mining closure. We call upon governments and businesses to promote the continuous 
improvement of accountability and transparency, as well as the effectiveness of the 
relevant existing mechanisms to prevent illicit financial flows from mining activities. 
 

Education 

229. We reaffirm our commitments to the right to education, and in this regard we 
commit to strengthen international cooperation to achieve universal access to 
primary education, particularly for developing countries. We further reaffirm that 
full access to quality education at all levels is an essential condition for achieving 
sustainable development, poverty eradication, gender equality and women’s 
empowerment, as well as human development, for the attainment of the 
internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development 
Goals, and for the full participation of both women and men, in particular young 
people. In this regard, we stress the need for ensuring equal access to education for 
persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples, local communities, ethnic minorities 
and people living in rural areas. 

230. We recognize that the younger generations are the custodians of the future, and 
the need for better quality and access to education beyond the primary level. We 
therefore resolve to improve the capacity of our education systems to prepare people 
to pursue sustainable development, including through enhanced teacher training, the 
development of sustainability curricula, the development of training programmes 
that prepare students for careers in fields related to sustainability, and more effective 
use of information and communications technologies to enhance learning outcomes. 
We call for enhanced cooperation among schools, communities and authorities in 
efforts to promote access to quality education at all levels. 

231. We encourage Member States to promote sustainable development awareness 
among youth, inter alia by promoting programmes for non-formal education in 
accordance with the goals of the United Nations Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development (2005-2014). 
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232. We emphasize the importance of greater international cooperation to improve 
access to education, including by building and strengthening education 
infrastructure and increasing investment in education, particularly investment to 
improve the quality of education for all in developing countries. We encourage 
international educational exchanges and partnerships, including the creation of 
fellowships and scholarships to help to achieve global education goals. 

233. We resolve to promote education for sustainable development and to integrate 
sustainable development more actively into education beyond the Decade of 
Education for Sustainable Development. 

234. We strongly encourage educational institutions to consider adopting good 
practices in sustainability management on their campuses and in their communities, 
with the active participation of, inter alia, students, teachers and local partners, and 
teaching sustainable development as an integrated component across disciplines. 

235. We underscore the importance of supporting educational institutions, 
especially higher educational institutions in developing countries, to carry out 
research and innovation for sustainable development, including in the field of 
education, and to develop quality and innovative programmes, including 
entrepreneurship and business skills training, professional, technical and vocational 
training and lifelong learning, geared to bridging skills gaps for advancing national 
sustainable development objectives. 
 

Gender equality and women’s empowerment 

236. We reaffirm the vital role of women and the need for their full and equal 
participation and leadership in all areas of sustainable development, and decide to 
accelerate the implementation of our respective commitments in this regard as 
contained in the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women,60 as well as Agenda 21, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for 
Action and the United Nations Millennium Declaration. 

237. We recognize that, although progress on gender equality has been made in 
some areas, the potential of women to engage in, contribute to and benefit from 
sustainable development as leaders, participants and agents of change has not been 
fully realized, owing to, inter alia, persistent social, economic and political 
inequalities. We support prioritizing measures to promote gender equality and 
women’s empowerment in all spheres of our societies, including the removal of 
barriers to their full and equal participation in decision-making and management at 
all levels, and we emphasize the impact of setting specific targets and implementing 
temporary measures, as appropriate, for substantially increasing the number of 
women in leadership positions, with the aim of achieving gender parity. 

238. We resolve to unlock the potential of women as drivers of sustainable 
development, including through the repeal of discriminatory laws and the removal 
of formal barriers, ensuring equal access to justice and legal support, the reform of 
institutions to ensure competence and capacity for gender mainstreaming and the 
development and adoption of innovative and special approaches to address informal, 
harmful practices that act as barriers to gender equality. In this regard, we commit to 
creating an enabling environment for improving the situation of women and girls 

__________________ 

 60  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1249, No. 20378.  
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everywhere, particularly in rural areas and local communities and among indigenous 
peoples and ethnic minorities. 

239. We commit to actively promote the collection, analysis and use of gender-
sensitive indicators and sex-disaggregated data in policy, programme design and 
monitoring frameworks, in accordance with national circumstances and capacities, 
in order to deliver on the promise of sustainable development for all. 

240. We are committed to equal rights and opportunities for women in political and 
economic decision-making and resource allocation and to removing any barriers that 
prevent women from being full participants in the economy. We resolve to undertake 
legislative and administrative reforms to give women equal rights with men to 
economic resources, including access to ownership and control over land and other 
forms of property, credit, inheritance, natural resources and appropriate new 
technology. 

241. We are committed to promote the equal access of women and girls to 
education, basic services, economic opportunities and health-care services, including 
addressing women’s sexual and reproductive health, and ensuring universal access 
to safe, effective, affordable and acceptable modern methods of family planning. In 
this regard, we reaffirm our commitment to implement the Programme of Action of 
the International Conference on Population and Development and the key actions 
for the further implementation of the Programme of Action. 

242. We recognize that gender equality and the effective participation of women are 
important for effective action on all aspects of sustainable development. 

243. We support the work of the United Nations system, including the United 
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), 
in promoting and achieving gender equality and women’s empowerment in all 
aspects of life, including with respect to the linkages between gender equality and 
women’s empowerment and the promotion of sustainable development. We support 
the work of UN-Women in leading, coordinating and promoting the accountability 
of the United Nations system in this regard. 

244. We invite donors and international organizations, including the United Nations 
system organizations, as well as the international financial institutions, regional 
banks and major groups, including the private sector, to integrate fully commitments 
and considerations on gender equality and women’s empowerment and to ensure the 
participation of women and effective gender mainstreaming in their decision-
making and full programming cycle. We invite them to play a supportive role in the 
efforts of developing countries to integrate fully commitments and considerations on 
gender equality and women’s empowerment and ensure the participation of women 
and effective gender mainstreaming in their decision-making, programme planning, 
budgeting and implementation, in accordance with national legislation, priorities 
and capacities. 
 

B. Sustainable development goals 

245. We underscore that the Millennium Development Goals are a useful tool in 
focusing achievement of specific development gains as part of a broad development 
vision and framework for the development activities of the United Nations, for 
national priority-setting and for mobilization of stakeholders and resources towards 
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common goals. We therefore remain firmly committed to their full and timely 
achievement. 

246. We recognize that the development of goals could also be useful for pursuing 
focused and coherent action on sustainable development. We further recognize the 
importance and utility of a set of sustainable development goals, based on Agenda 21 
and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, which fully respect all the Rio 
Principles, taking into account different national circumstances, capacities and 
priorities, are consistent with international law, build upon commitments already made 
and contribute to the full implementation of the outcomes of all major summits in the 
economic, social and environmental fields, including the present outcome document. 
The goals should address and incorporate in a balanced way all three dimensions of 
sustainable development and their interlinkages. They should be coherent with and 
integrated into the United Nations development agenda beyond 2015, thus 
contributing to the achievement of sustainable development and serving as a driver for 
implementation and mainstreaming of sustainable development in the United Nations 
system as a whole. The development of these goals should not divert focus or effort 
from the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. 

247. We also underscore that sustainable development goals should be action-
oriented, concise and easy to communicate, limited in number, aspirational, global 
in nature and universally applicable to all countries, while taking into account 
different national realities, capacities and levels of development and respecting 
national policies and priorities. We also recognize that the goals should address and 
be focused on priority areas for the achievement of sustainable development, being 
guided by the present outcome document. Governments should drive implementation 
with the active involvement of all relevant stakeholders, as appropriate. 

248. We resolve to establish an inclusive and transparent intergovernmental process 
on sustainable development goals that is open to all stakeholders, with a view to 
developing global sustainable development goals to be agreed by the General 
Assembly. An open working group shall be constituted no later than at the opening 
of the sixty-seventh session of the Assembly and shall comprise thirty representatives, 
nominated by Member States from the five United Nations regional groups, with the 
aim of achieving fair, equitable and balanced geographical representation. At the 
outset, this open working group will decide on its methods of work, including 
developing modalities to ensure the full involvement of relevant stakeholders and 
expertise from civil society, the scientific community and the United Nations system 
in its work, in order to provide a diversity of perspectives and experience. It will 
submit a report, to the Assembly at its sixty-eighth session, containing a proposal 
for sustainable development goals for consideration and appropriate action. 

249. The process needs to be coordinated and coherent with the processes to 
consider the post-2015 development agenda. The initial input to the work of the 
working group will be provided by the Secretary-General, in consultation with 
national Governments. In order to provide technical support to the process and to 
the work of the working group, we request the Secretary-General to ensure all 
necessary input and support to this work from the United Nations system, including 
by establishing an inter-agency technical support team and expert panels, as needed, 
drawing on all relevant expert advice. Reports on the progress of work will be made 
regularly to the General Assembly. 
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250. We recognize that progress towards the achievement of the goals needs to be 
assessed and accompanied by targets and indicators, while taking into account 
different national circumstances, capacities and levels of development. 

251. We recognize that there is a need for global, integrated and scientifically based 
information on sustainable development. In this regard, we request the relevant 
bodies of the United Nations system, within their respective mandates, to support 
the regional economic commissions in collecting and compiling national inputs in 
order to inform this global effort. We further commit to mobilizing financial 
resources and capacity-building, particularly for developing countries, to achieve 
this endeavour. 
 

VI. Means of implementation  

252. We reaffirm that the means of implementation identified in Agenda 21, the 
Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation, the Monterrey Consensus and the Doha Declaration on Financing 
for Development are indispensable for achieving the full and effective translation of 
sustainable development commitments into tangible sustainable development 
outcomes. We reiterate that each country has primary responsibility for its own 
economic and social development and that the role of national policies, domestic 
resources and development strategies cannot be overemphasized. We reaffirm that 
developing countries need additional resources for sustainable development. We 
recognize the need for significant mobilization of resources from a variety of 
sources and the effective use of financing in order to promote sustainable 
development. We acknowledge that good governance and the rule of law at the 
national and international levels are essential for sustained, inclusive and equitable 
economic growth, sustainable development and the eradication of poverty and hunger. 
 

A. Finance 

253. We call upon all countries to prioritize sustainable development in the 
allocation of resources in accordance with national priorities and needs, and we 
recognize the crucial importance of enhancing financial support from all sources for 
sustainable development for all countries, in particular developing countries. We 
recognize the importance of international, regional and national financial 
mechanisms, including those accessible to subnational and local authorities, to the 
implementation of sustainable development programmes, and call for their 
strengthening and implementation. New partnerships and innovative sources of 
financing can play a role in complementing sources of financing for sustainable 
development. We encourage their further exploration and use, alongside the 
traditional means of implementation. 

254. We recognize the need for significant mobilization of resources from a variety 
of sources and the effective use of financing, in order to give strong support to 
developing countries in their efforts to promote sustainable development, including 
through actions undertaken in accordance with the outcome of the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development and for achieving sustainable development 
goals.  

255. We agree to establish an intergovernmental process under the auspices of the 
General Assembly, with technical support from the United Nations system and in 
open and broad consultation with relevant international and regional financial 
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institutions and other relevant stakeholders. The process will assess financing needs, 
consider the effectiveness, consistency and synergies of existing instruments and 
frameworks and evaluate additional initiatives, with a view to preparing a report 
proposing options on an effective sustainable development financing strategy to 
facilitate the mobilization of resources and their effective use in achieving 
sustainable development objectives.  

256. An intergovernmental committee, comprising thirty experts nominated by 
regional groups, with equitable geographical representation, will implement this 
process, concluding its work by 2014. 

257. We request the General Assembly to consider the report of the 
intergovernmental committee and take appropriate action. 

258. We recognize that the fulfilment of all commitments related to official 
development assistance is crucial, including the commitments by many developed 
countries to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product for official 
development assistance to developing countries by 2015, as well as a target of 
0.15 to 0.20 per cent of gross national product for official development assistance to 
the least developed countries. To reach their agreed timetables, donor countries should 
take all necessary and appropriate measures to raise the rate of aid disbursements in 
order to meet their existing commitments. We urge those developed countries that 
have not yet done so to make additional concrete efforts towards the target of 
0.7 per cent of gross national product for official development assistance to 
developing countries, including the specific target of 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of gross 
national product for official development assistance to the least developed countries, 
in accordance with their commitments. To build on progress achieved in ensuring 
that official development assistance is used effectively, we stress the importance of 
democratic governance, improved transparency and accountability, and managing 
for results. We strongly encourage all donors to establish, as soon as possible, 
rolling indicative timetables that illustrate how they aim to reach their goals, in 
accordance with their respective budget allocation process. We stress the importance 
of mobilizing greater domestic support in developed countries towards the 
fulfilment of their commitments, including by raising public awareness, providing 
data on the development impact of aid provided and demonstrating tangible results.  

259. We welcome increasing efforts to improve the quality of official development 
assistance and to increase its development impact. We also recognize the need to 
improve development effectiveness, increase programme-based approaches, use 
country systems for activities managed by the public sector, reduce transaction costs 
and improve mutual accountability and transparency, and in this regard we call upon 
all donors to untie aid to the maximum extent. We will further make development 
more effective and predictable by providing developing countries with regular and 
timely indicative information on planned support in the medium term. We recognize 
the importance of efforts by developing countries to strengthen leadership of their 
own development, national institutions, systems and capacity to ensure the best 
results for effective development by engaging with parliaments and citizens in 
shaping those policies and deepening engagement with civil society organizations. 
We should also bear in mind that there is no one-size-fits-all formula that will 
guarantee development effectiveness. The specific situation of each country needs to 
be fully considered.  
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260. We note that the aid architecture has changed significantly in the current 
decade. New aid providers and novel partnership approaches, which utilize new 
modalities of cooperation, have contributed to increasing the flow of resources. 
Further, the interplay of development assistance with private investment, trade and 
new development actors provides new opportunities for aid to leverage private 
resource flows. We reiterate our support for South-South cooperation, as well as 
triangular cooperation, which provide much-needed additional resources to the 
implementation of development programmes. We recognize the importance and 
different history and particularities of South-South cooperation, and stress that 
South-South cooperation should be seen as an expression of solidarity and 
cooperation between countries, based on their shared experiences and objectives. 
Both forms of cooperation support a development agenda that addresses the 
particular needs and expectations of developing countries. We also recognize that 
South-South cooperation complements rather than substitutes for North-South 
cooperation. We acknowledge the role played by middle-income developing 
countries as providers and recipients of development cooperation.  

261. We invite the international financial institutions, within their respective 
mandates, to continue providing financial resources, including through specific 
mechanisms for the promotion of sustainable development and poverty eradication 
in developing countries. 

262. We recognize that greater coherence and coordination among the various 
funding mechanisms and initiatives related to sustainable development are crucial. 
We reiterate the importance of ensuring that developing countries have steady and 
predictable access to adequate financing from all sources to promote sustainable 
development. 

263. We recognize that ongoing serious global financial and economic challenges 
carry the possibility of undoing years of hard work and gains made in relation to the 
debt of developing countries. We further recognize the need to assist developing 
countries in ensuring long-term debt sustainability through coordinated policies 
aimed at fostering debt financing, debt relief and debt restructuring, as appropriate. 

264. We stress the need for adequate funding for the operational activities of the 
United Nations development system, as well as the need to make funding more 
predictable, effective and efficient as part of wider efforts to mobilize new, 
additional and predictable resources to achieve the objectives that we have set forth 
in the present outcome document. 

265. We recognize the important achievements of the Global Environment Facility 
over the past twenty years in funding environmental projects and welcome important 
reform processes that the Facility has carried out during recent years, and we call for 
its further improvement and encourage the Facility to take additional steps, within its 
mandate, to make resources more accessible to meet country needs for the national 
implementation of their international environmental commitments. We support further 
simplification of procedures and assistance to developing countries, in particular in 
assisting the least developed countries, Africa and small island developing States in 
accessing resources from the Facility, and enhanced coordination with other 
instruments and programmes focusing on environmentally sustainable development.  

266. We stress that fighting corruption and illicit financial flows at both the national 
and international levels is a priority and that corruption is a serious barrier to 
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effective resource mobilization and allocation, and diverts resources away from 
activities that are vital for poverty eradication, the fight against hunger and 
sustainable development. We are determined to take urgent and decisive steps to 
continue to combat corruption in all its manifestations, which requires strong 
institutions at all levels, and urge all States that have not yet done so to consider 
ratifying or acceding to the United Nations Convention against Corruption61 and 
begin its implementation. 

267. We consider that innovative financing mechanisms can make a positive 
contribution in assisting developing countries to mobilize additional resources for 
financing for development on a voluntary basis. Such financing should supplement 
and not be a substitute for traditional sources of financing. While recognizing the 
considerable progress in innovative sources of financing for development, we call 
for a scaling-up of present initiatives, where appropriate.  

268. We recognize that a dynamic, inclusive, well-functioning and socially and 
environmentally responsible private sector is a valuable instrument that can offer a 
crucial contribution to economic growth and reducing poverty and promoting 
sustainable development. In order to foster private sector development, we shall 
continue to pursue appropriate national policy and regulatory frameworks in a 
manner consistent with national laws to encourage public and private initiatives, 
including at the local level, to foster a dynamic and well-functioning business 
sector, and to facilitate entrepreneurship and innovation, including among women, 
the poor and the vulnerable. We will work to improve income growth and 
distribution, inter alia, by raising productivity, empowering women, protecting 
labour rights and taxation. We recognize that the appropriate role of government in 
relation to the promotion and regulation of the private sector will vary from country 
to country, depending on national circumstances. 
 

B. Technology  

269. We emphasize the importance of technology transfer to developing countries, 
and recall the provisions on technology transfer, finance, access to information and 
intellectual property rights as agreed in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, in 
particular its call to promote, facilitate and finance, as appropriate, access to and the 
development, transfer and diffusion of environmentally sound technologies and 
corresponding know-how, in particular to developing countries, on favourable 
terms, including on concessional and preferential terms, as mutually agreed. We also 
take note of the further evolution of discussions and agreements on these issues 
since the adoption of the Plan of Implementation. 

270. We stress the importance of access by all countries to environmentally sound 
technologies, new knowledge, know-how and expertise. We further stress the 
importance of cooperative action on technology innovation, research and 
development. We agree to explore modalities in the relevant forums for enhanced 
access to environmentally sound technologies by developing countries. 

271. We underline the need for enabling environments for the development, 
adaptation, dissemination and transfer of environmentally sound technologies. In 
this context, we note the role of foreign direct investment, international trade and 
international cooperation in the transfer of environmentally sound technologies. We 

__________________ 

 61  Ibid., vol. 2349, No. 42146.  
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engage in our countries as well as through international cooperation to promote 
investment in science, innovation and technology for sustainable development. 

272. We recognize the importance of strengthened national, scientific and 
technological capacities for sustainable development. This can help countries, 
especially developing countries, to develop their own innovative solutions, scientific 
research and new, environmentally sound technologies, with the support of the 
international community. To this end, we support building science and technology 
capacity, with both women and men as contributors and beneficiaries, including 
through collaboration among research institutions, universities, the private sector, 
governments, non-governmental organizations and scientists. 

273. We request relevant United Nations agencies to identify options for a 
facilitation mechanism that promotes the development, transfer and dissemination of 
clean and environmentally sound technologies by, inter alia, assessing the technology 
needs of developing countries, options to address those needs and capacity-building. 
We request the Secretary-General, on the basis of the options identified and taking 
into account existing models, to make recommendations regarding the facilitation 
mechanism to the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh session. 

274. We recognize the importance of space-technology-based data, in situ 
monitoring and reliable geospatial information for sustainable development 
policymaking, programming and project operations. In this context, we note the 
relevance of global mapping, and recognize the efforts in developing global 
environmental observing systems, including by the Eye on Earth network and 
through the Global Earth Observation System of Systems. We recognize the need to 
support developing countries in their efforts to collect environmental data. 

275. We recognize the importance of strengthening international, regional and 
national capacities in research and technology assessment, especially in view of the 
rapid development and possible deployment of new technologies that may also have 
unintended negative impacts, in particular on biodiversity and health, or other 
unforeseen consequences. 

276. We recognize the need to facilitate informed policy decision-making on 
sustainable development issues and, in this regard, to strengthen the science-policy 
interface. 
 

C. Capacity-building 

277. We emphasize the need for enhanced capacity-building for sustainable 
development and, in this regard, we call for the strengthening of technical and 
scientific cooperation, including North-South, South-South and triangular 
cooperation. We reiterate the importance of human resource development, including 
training, the exchange of experiences and expertise, knowledge transfer and 
technical assistance for capacity-building, which involves strengthening institutional 
capacity, including planning, management and monitoring capacities. 

278. We call for the continued and focused implementation of the Bali Strategic 
Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building, adopted by the United Nations 
Environment Programme.62 

__________________ 

 62  UNEP/GC.23/6/Add.1 and Corr.1, annex.  
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279. We encourage the participation and representation of men and women 
scientists and researchers from developing and developed countries in processes 
related to global environmental and sustainable development assessment and 
monitoring, with the purpose of enhancing national capabilities and the quality of 
research for policy- and decision-making processes. 

280. We invite all relevant agencies of the United Nations system and other relevant 
international organizations to support developing countries and, in particular, the 
least developed countries in capacity-building for developing resource-efficient and 
inclusive economies, including by: 

 (a) Sharing sustainable practices in various economic sectors;  

 (b) Enhancing knowledge and capacity to integrate disaster risk reduction 
and resilience into development plans;  

 (c) Supporting North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation for the 
transition to a resource-efficient economy;  

 (d) Promoting public-private partnerships.  
 

D. Trade 

281. We reaffirm that international trade is an engine for development and sustained 
economic growth, and also reaffirm the critical role that a universal, rules-based, 
open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system, as well as 
meaningful trade liberalization, can play in stimulating economic growth and 
development worldwide, thereby benefiting all countries at all stages of development 
as they advance towards sustainable development. In this context, we remain 
focused on achieving progress in addressing a set of important issues, such as, inter 
alia, trade-distorting subsidies and trade in environmental goods and services.  

282. We urge the members of the World Trade Organization to redouble their efforts 
to achieve an ambitious, balanced and development-oriented conclusion to the Doha 
Development Agenda, while respecting the principles of transparency, inclusiveness 
and consensual decision-making, with a view to strengthening the multilateral 
trading system. In order to effectively participate in the work programme of the 
World Trade Organization and fully realize trade opportunities, developing countries 
need the assistance and enhanced cooperation of all relevant stakeholders. 
 

  E. Registry of commitments 
 

283. We welcome the commitments voluntarily entered into at the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development and throughout 2012 by all stakeholders 
and their networks to implement concrete policies, plans, programmes, projects and 
actions to promote sustainable development and poverty eradication. We invite the 
Secretary-General to compile these commitments and facilitate access to other 
registries that have compiled commitments, in an Internet-based registry. The 
registry should make information about the commitments fully transparent and 
accessible to the public, and it should be periodically updated. 
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  Resolution II  
Expression of thanks to the people and Government of Brazil  
 
 

 The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, 

 Having met in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, at the 
invitation of the Government of Brazil, 

 1. Expresses its deep appreciation to Her Excellency Dilma Rousseff, 
President of the Federative Republic of Brazil, for her outstanding contribution, as 
President of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, to the 
successful outcome of the Conference; 

 2. Expresses its profound gratitude to the Government of Brazil for having 
made it possible for the Conference to be held in Brazil and for the excellent 
facilities, staff and services so graciously placed at its disposal; 

 3. Requests the Government of Brazil to convey to the people of Brazil and 
to the city of Rio de Janeiro the gratitude of the Conference for the hospitality and 
warm welcome extended to the participants.  
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  Resolution III  
Credentials of representatives to the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development  
 
 

 The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, 

 Having considered the report of the Credentials Committee and the 
recommendation contained therein,1  

 Approves the report of the Credentials Committee. 

 

 

__________________ 

 1  A/CONF.216/6, para. 13.  
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Chapter II  
  Organization of work and other organizational matters  

 
 

 A. Date and place of the Conference  
 
 

2. The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development was held in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, pursuant to General Assembly 
resolution 66/197. During that period, the Conference held six plenary meetings.  
 
 

 B. Opening of the Conference  
 
 

3. The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development was opened on 
20 June 2012 by the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

4. At the formal opening, during the 1st plenary meeting, on 20 June, after 
procedural and organizational matters, a statement was made by the President of the 
Economic and Social Council, Miloš Koterec (Slovakia). 

5. At the same meeting, statements were made by the representatives of the 
following major groups: women, children and youth, indigenous people, 
non-governmental organizations, local authorities, workers and trade unions, 
business and industry, the scientific and technological community, and farmers. 

6. At the ceremonial opening, during the 2nd plenary meeting, on 20 June, 
statements were made by the President of the Conference, Dilma Rousseff; the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon; the President of the sixty-
sixth session of the General Assembly, Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser; and the 
Secretary-General of the Conference, Sha Zukang.  
 
 

 C. Election of the President and other officers of the Conference  
 
 

7. At its 1st, 2nd and 5th plenary meetings, on 20 and 22 June 2012, the 
Conference elected the following officers: 
 

  President of the Conference 
 

The President of Brazil, Dilma Rousseff, was elected President of the Conference by 
acclamation. 
 

  Vice-Presidents 
 

African States: Botswana, Congo, Kenya, Nigeria and Tunisia; 

Asia-Pacific States: Bangladesh, Japan, Kazakhstan, Nepal and Tajikistan; 

Eastern European States: Armenia, Belarus, Czech Republic, Latvia and Poland; 

Latin American and Caribbean States: Ecuador and Jamaica; 

Western European and other States: Canada, Israel, Italy, New Zealand and Norway. 
 



A/CONF.216/16  
 

12-46164 58 
 

  Election of ex officio Vice-President  
 

8. Brazil was elected, by acclamation, as ex officio Vice-President of the 
Conference. 
 

  Election of the Rapporteur-General 
 

9. Tania Valerie Raguž (Croatia) was elected, by acclamation, as Rapporteur-
General of the Conference. 
 
 

 D. Rules of procedure  
 
 

10. At its 1st plenary meeting, on 20 June 2012, the Conference decided to 
function on the basis of the provisional rules of procedure (A/CONF.216/2). 
 
 

 E. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters  
 
 

11. Also at its 1st plenary meeting, the Conference adopted the agenda 
(A/CONF.216/1): 

 1. Opening of the Conference. 

 2. Election of the President. 

 3. Adoption of the rules of procedure. 

 4. Adoption of the agenda of the Conference. 

 5. Election of officers other than the President. 

 6. Organization of work, including the establishment of subsidiary bodies, 
and other organizational matters. 

 7. Credentials of representatives to the Conference: 

  (a) Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee; 

  (b) Report of the Credentials Committee. 

 8. General debate. 

 9. Reports of the round tables. 

 10. Outcome of the Conference. 

 11. Adoption of the report of the Conference. 

 12. Closure of the Conference. 
 
 

 F. Accreditation of intergovernmental organizations  
 
 

12. At the same plenary meeting, the Conference, recalling General Assembly 
decision 66/561 of 16 May 2012 and the decisions taken by the Preparatory 
Committee at its second and third sessions, and in accordance with rule 62 of its 
provisional rules of procedure, approved the requests for accreditation of the 
following four organizations to participate with observer status in the Conference: 
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the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, the Central American Bank for 
Economic Integration, the Central African Forests Commission and the Mekong 
River Commission.  
 
 

 G. Organization of work, including the establishment of the 
Main Committee  
 
 

13. Also at the same plenary meeting, the Conference established a Main 
Committee, in accordance with rule 46 of its provisional rules of procedure. 

14. At the 1st plenary meeting, the Conference elected, by acclamation, John Ashe 
(Antigua and Barbuda) as Chair of the Main Committee of the Conference. 
 
 

 H. Credentials of representatives to the Conference  
 
 

15. Also at its 1st plenary meeting, the Conference, in accordance with rule 4 of 
its provisional rules of procedure, appointed the following States as members of the 
Credentials Committee, on the basis of the composition of the Credentials 
Committee of the General Assembly at its sixty-sixth session, namely: China, Costa 
Rica, Egypt, Italy, Maldives, Panama, the Russian Federation, Senegal and the 
United States of America.  
 
 

 I. Documentation  
 
 

16. The list of documents before the Conference is contained in the annex to the 
present report. 
 
 

 J. Attendance  
 
 

17. The list of participants to the Conference is issued in document 
A/CONF.216/INF/2.  
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Chapter III  
  General debate  

 
 

 A. Opening statements pursuant to resolution 66/197  
 
 

18. At its 1st plenary meeting held on 20 June, the Conference approved the 
organization of work (A/CONF.216/3) and decided to hear opening statements by 
the President of the Economic and Social Council and representatives of nine major 
groups. 

19. At the same meeting, statements were made by Miloš Koterec (Slovakia), 
President of the Economic and Social Council; Hala Yousry, Desert Research 
Center, on behalf of the women major group; Karuna Rana, One Young World, on 
behalf of the children and youth major group; Joji Cariño, Tebtebba, on behalf of the 
indigenous peoples major group; Wael Hmaidan, Climate Action Network 
International, on behalf of the non-governmental organizations major group; David 
Cadman, ICLEI — Local Governments for Sustainability, on behalf of the local 
authorities major group; Trine-Lise Sundnes, International Trade Union 
Confederation, on behalf of the workers and trade unions major group; Kris 
Gopalakrishnan, Business Action for Sustainable Development, on behalf of the 
business and industry major group; Yuan Tseh Lee, International Council for 
Science, on behalf of the scientific and technological community major group; and 
Harry Saragih, La Vía Campesina, on behalf of the farmers major group.  
 
 

 B. General statements by high-level officials  
 
 

20. The Conference held its general debate, under agenda item 8, at its 1st to 6th 
plenary meetings, from 20 to 22 June.  

21. At the 1st plenary meeting, on 20 June, the Conference heard statements by the 
President of Tajikistan, Emomali Rahmon; the President of Zimbabwe, Robert 
Mugabe; the President of Maldives, Mohamed Waheed; the President of Sri Lanka, 
Mahinda Rajapaksa; the Vice-President of the Sudan, Al Haj Adam Yousuf; the 
President of the Council of the Nation of Algeria, Abdelkader Bensalah; the Prime 
Minister of Tuvalu, Willy Telavi; the Prime Minister of Nepal, Baburam Bhattarai; 
the Prime Minister of Barbados, Freundel Jerome Stuart; the Prime Minister of Fiji, 
Commodore Josaia Voreqe Bainimarama; the Prime Minister of Bhutan, Lyonchoen 
Jigmi Yoezer Thinley; the Prime Minister of Djibouti, Dileïta Mohamed Dileïta; and 
the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Antigua and Barbuda, 
Winston Baldwin Spencer.  

22. Also during the meeting, statements were made by the Minister for the 
Environment of New Zealand, Amy Adams; the Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Paraguay, Jorge Lara Castro; the Chair of the delegation of Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines, La Celia Prince; and the Chair of the delegation of Trinidad and 
Tobago, Hamza Rafeeq. 

23.  At the 2nd plenary meeting, on 20 June, the Conference heard statements by 
the President of Costa Rica, Laura Chinchilla Miranda; the President of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad; the President of Guinea, Alpha Condé; 
the President of the Republic of Korea, Lee Myung-bak; the Premier of the State 
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Council of China, Wen Jiabao; the President of Kenya, Mwai Kibaki; the President 
of the Niger, Mahamadou Issoufou; the President of Peru, Ollanta Humala Tasso; 
the President of France, François Hollande; the President of Chile, Sebastian Piñera 
Echeñique; the President of Chad, General Idriss Déby Itno; the President of the 
Congo, Denis Sassou-Nguesso; the Head of State of Luxembourg, Grand Duke 
Henri; the President of Lithuania, Dalia Grybauskaitė; the President of Namibia, 
Hifikepunye Pohamba; the President of Benin, Boni Yayi; the President of Hungary, 
János Áder; the President of Kiribati, Anote Tong; the President of Uruguay, José 
Mujica Cordano; the President of the European Commission, José Manuel Durão 
Barroso; the Vice-President of Angola, Fernando da Piedade Dias dos Santos; the 
Prime Minister of Spain, Mariano Rajoy Brey; the Prime Minister of Vanuatu, 
Meltek Sato Kilman Livtuvanu; and the Prime Minister of the Central African 
Republic, Faustin Archange Touadéra. 

24. Also at the same meeting, statements were made by the Deputy Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Moldova, Mihai Moldovanu; the Minister for Environment and 
Sustainable Development of Burkina Faso, Jean Couldiaty; the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of Japan, Koichiro Gemba; the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Immigration 
of the Bahamas, Frederick Mitchell; the Minister for Planning and International 
Cooperation of Jordan, Jafar Abed Hassan; the Minister for Environmental 
Protection of Kazakhstan, Nurlan Kapparov; the Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Armenia, Edward Nalbandyan; the Minister for Economy and Sustainable 
Development of Georgia, Vera Kobalia; the Minister for Water and Environment of 
Ethiopia, Alemayehu Tegenu; the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade of 
Mongolia, Zandanshatar Gombojav; and the Minister for Foreign Trade and 
Economic Relations of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mirko Šarović.  

25. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 21 June, the Conference heard statements by the 
President of Guyana, Donald Rabindranauth Ramotar; the Head of State of Monaco, 
Prince Albert II; the President of Colombia, Juan Manuel Santos Calderón; the 
President of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Evo Morales Ayma; the President of 
Ecuador, Rafael Correa; the President of the Federated States of Micronesia, 
Emanuel Mori; the President of Gabon, Ali Bongo Ondimba; the President of Haiti, 
Michel Joseph Martelly; the Vice-President of the Gambia, Isatou Njie-Saidy; the 
President of Bulgaria, Rosen Plevneliev; the President of Indonesia, Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono; the President of Turkmenistan, Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov; 
the President of Cape Verde, Jorge Carlos de Almeida Fonseca; the President of 
Cuba, Raúl Castro Ruz; the Vice-President of Seychelles, Danny Faure; the Vice-
President of the United Republic of Tanzania, Mohamed Gharib Bilal; the Prime 
Minister of Montenegro, Igor Lukšić; the Prime Minister of Portugal, Pedro Passos 
Coelho; the Prime Minister of Norway, Jens Stoltenberg; the Prime Minister of 
Jamaica, Portia Simpson Miller; the Prime Minister of Grenada, Tillman Thomas; 
the Prime Minister of the Russian Federation, Dmitry Medvedev; the Prime Minister 
of Morocco, Abdelilah Benkirane; the Prime Minister of Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin 
Jassim bin Jabr Al-Thani; and the Prime Minister of Solomon Islands, Gordon 
Darcy Lilo.  

26. Also at the same meeting, statements were made by the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of Honduras, Arturo Corrales Álvarez; the Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Estonia, Urmas Paet; the Minister for Agriculture and the Environment of Slovenia, 
Franc Bogovič; the Minister for Environment and Sustainable Development of 
Mauritius, Devanand Virahsawmy; the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Finland, 
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Erkki Tuomioja; the Federal Secretary of the Ministry of Climate Change of 
Pakistan, Mohammad Javed Malik; the Minister for Environment, Forests and Water 
Administration of Albania, Fatmir Mediu; the Minister for External Relations of 
Cameroon, Pierre Moukoko Mbonjo; the Minister for Environment and Natural 
Resources of El Salvador, Herman Humberto Rosa Chávez; the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of Palestine, Riad Malki; and the Minister for Environment of Egypt, 
Moustafa Hussein Kamel.  

27. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 21 June, the Conference heard statements by the 
President of South Africa, Jacob Zuma; the President of Zambia, Michael Chilufya 
Sata; the President of Nigeria, Goodluck Ebele Jonathan; the President of the 
Comoros, Ikililou Dhoinine; the President of the Marshall Islands, Christopher 
Loeak; the President of the Transition of the Republic of Madagascar, Andry Nirina 
Rajoelina; the President of the Dominican Republic, Leonel Fernández Reyna; the 
Vice-President of Myanmar, Sai Mauk Kham; the Vice-President of Burundi, 
Gervais Rufyikiri; the Prime Minister of India, Manmohan Singh; the Prime 
Minister of Lebanon, Najib Mikati; the Prime Minister of Turkey, Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan; the Prime Minister of Australia, Julia Gillard; the Prime Minister of Côte 
d’Ivoire, Jeannot Kouadio-Ahoussou; and the Federal Councillor of the Department 
of Environment, Transport, Energy and Communications of Switzerland, Doris 
Leuthard. 

28. Also at the same meeting, statements were made by the Deputy Prime Minister 
of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Somsavat Lengsavad; the Deputy Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Nick Clegg; 
the Deputy Prime Minister of Viet Nam, Nguyen Thien Nhan; the Deputy Prime 
Minister in charge of Economic Affairs of the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Vladimir Peshevski; the Deputy Prime Minister of Kuwait, Sheikha 
Amthal Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah; the Deputy Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan, 
Djoomart Otorbayev; the Minister for Environmental Protection and Regional 
Development of Latvia, Edmunds Sprūdžs; the Minister for the Environment of 
Brazil, Izabella Teixeira; the Minister for Environment of Botswana, O. K. Mokaila; 
the Minister for Rural Development of Mauritania, Brahim Ould M’bareck Ould 
Mohamed El Moctar; the Minister for Environmental Protection of Israel, Gilad 
Erdan; the Minister for European Affairs and International Cooperation of the 
Netherlands, Ben Knapen; the Minister for Energy of Brunei Darussalam, 
Mohammad Yasmin Umar; the Minister for Foreign Affairs, International 
Cooperation and Francophonie of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Raymond 
N’tungamulongo Tshibanda; the Minister for the Environment, Community and 
Local Government of Ireland, Phil Hogan; the Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Belarus, Sergei Martynov; the Minister for Land, Water and Environment of Eritrea, 
Tesfai Ghereselasie Sebhatu; the Minister for Development Cooperation of Belgium, 
Paul Magnette; the Minister for Energy, Water and Environment of Mali, Alpha 
Bocar Nafo; the Minister for Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine, Eduard 
Stavytskyi; the Minister for Finance of Liberia, Amara Konneh; the State Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs of Austria, Wolfgang Waldner; the Minister for Environment, 
Science and Technology of Ghana, Hani Sherry Ayittey; the Minister for 
Environment and Natural Resources of Mexico, Juan Rafael Elvira Quesada; the 
Minister for Environment of Tunisia, Mamia Elbanna Zayani; the Minister for Water 
and Environment of Yemen, Abdoul Razaz Saleh; the Minister for Spatial Planning, 
Land and Forest Management of Suriname, Ginmardo Kromosoeto; the Chair of the 
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delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic, Mohammad Khaddour; the Chair of the 
delegation of Greece, Dimitri Alexandrakis; the Chair of the delegation of Cyprus, 
Egly Pantelakis; and the Chair of the delegation of Lesotho, Palesa Mokete. 

29. At its 5th plenary meeting, on 22 June, the Conference heard statements by the 
Head of State of Swaziland, King Mswati III; the President of Mozambique, 
Armando Emílio Guebuza; the President of Equatorial Guinea, Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema Mbasogo; the President of Senegal, Macky Sall; the President of Serbia, 
Tomislav Nikolić; the Prime Minister of Denmark, Helle Thorning-Schmidt; the 
Prime Minister of Sweden, Fredrik Reinfeldt; and the Prime Minister of Samoa, 
Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi.  

30. Also at the same meeting, statements were made by the Secretary of State of 
the United States of America, Hillary Rodham Clinton; the Deputy Prime Minister 
of Croatia, Neven Mimica; the Deputy Prime Minister of Thailand, Princess 
Chulabhorn Mahidol; the Special Envoy of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI of the 
Holy See, Cardinal Odilo Pedro Scherer; the Minister for Environment of Slovakia, 
Peter Ziga; the Minister for Environment of Canada, Peter Kent; the Minister for 
Environment of the Czech Republic, Tomáš Chalupa; the Minister for Planning of 
Iraq, Ali Yousif Abdulnabi Alshukri; the Minister for Public Service, Sustainable 
Development, Energy, Science and Technology of Saint Lucia, James Fletcher; the 
Minister for the Environment of Iceland, Svandis Svavarsdottir; the Minister for 
Natural Resources and Environment of Malaysia, Douglas Uggah Embas; the 
Minister for Environment of Libya, Saleh Amnissi; the Minister for Environment 
and Forests of Romania, Rovana Plumb; the Minister for Tourism, Culture and the 
Environment of Malta, Mario De Marco; the Minister for Forestry, Fisheries and 
Sustainable Development of Belize, Lisel Alamilla; the Minister for Socioeconomic 
Planning of the Philippines, Arsenio Balisacan; the Minister of the State Committee 
for Nature Protection of Uzbekistan, Nariman Umarov; the Federal Minister for the 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety of Germany, Peter Altmaier; 
the Minister for Environment and Forests of Bangladesh, Hasan Mahmud; the 
Minister for Environment of Poland, Marcin Korolec; the Minister for the 
Environment and Water Resources of Singapore, Vivian Balakrishnan; the Minister 
for Environment and Climate Change Management of Malawi, Catherine Gotani 
Hara; the Minister for the Environment of Italy, Corrado Clini; the Minister for 
Natural Resources of Rwanda, Stanislas Kamanzi; the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Afghanistan, Zalmai Rassoul; the Minister for Environment and Natural 
Resources of Guatemala, Roxana Sobenes; the Minister for Environment and 
Forestry of Togo, Kossivi Ayikoe; the Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of Panama, 
Francisco Álvarez de Soto; the Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela, Claudia Salerno; and the Under-Secretary for Environment 
and Sustainable Development of Argentina, Silvia Merega.  

31. At its 6th plenary meeting, on 22 June, statements were made by the Deputy 
Prime Minister of Azerbaijan, Yagub Eyyubov; the Minister for Foreign Trade of the 
United Arab Emirates, Sheikha Lubna Al Qassimi; the Minister for Environment and 
Climate Affairs of Oman, Mohammed Al-Tobi; the Minister for Water and 
Environment of Uganda, Maria Mutagamba; the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry 
and Food Security of Sierra Leone, Joseph Samesay; the Minister for Environment 
of Cambodia, Mok Mareth; the Minister for Municipality and Urban Planning of 
Bahrain, Juma Bin Ahmed Alkaabi; the Minister for Public Works, Energy and Ports 
of Dominica, Rayburn Blackmoore; the Minister for Environment of South Sudan, 
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Lieutenant General Alfred Ladu-Gore; the Minister Adviser on International 
Relations and Borders of Nicaragua, Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann; the Special 
Envoy of Timor-Leste, José Ramos-Horta; the Director of the Office of Foreign 
Affairs of Liechtenstein, Martin Frick; the National Environmental Planner of the 
Office of the President of the Republic of Palau, Sebastian Marino; the Chair of the 
delegation of Papua New Guinea, Robert Aisi; the Chair of the delegation of Nauru, 
Marlene Moses; the Chair of the delegation of Tonga, Sonatane Taumoepeau-Topou; 
and the Chair of the delegation of Somalia, Elmi Dualeh.  
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Chapter IV  
  High-level round tables, partnerships forum, sustainable 

development learning centre and other events  
 
 

32. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 66/197, the Conference held 
four round-table discussions on the theme “Looking at the way forward in 
implementing the expected outcomes of the Conference”, from 20 to 22 June 2012. 
A background note for the round tables was prepared by the secretariat 
(A/CONF.216/4). An account of the round tables is set out below.  
 

  Round table 1  
 

33. On 20 June 2012, the co-chair of round table 1, Prince Albert II of Monaco, 
opened the round table and made a statement. The round table was co-chaired by the 
President of Mozambique, Armando Emílio Guebuza. The Minister for Environmental 
Protection of Kazakhstan, Nurlan Kapparov, served as rapporteur of the round table.  

34. Statements were made by the representatives of Tajikistan, China, Thailand, 
Morocco, Mauritania, Ireland, Italy, India, Nepal, South Africa, Latvia, Norway, 
Montenegro, Malaysia, Serbia, the United Arab Emirates, the Plurinational State of 
Bolivia, Finland, Gabon, Slovenia, the Dominican Republic and Cyprus.  

35. Statements were also made by the rapporteurs of the sustainable development 
dialogues and on behalf of the Nobel Laureate Symposium/High-level Panel on 
Global Sustainability.  

36. The representative of the African Development Bank made a statement.  

37. Representatives of the following entities of the United Nations system made 
statements: the World Trade Organization; the United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme; the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development; the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization; the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific; and the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights.  

38. Representatives of the following major groups made statements: Women in 
Europe for a Common Future International (women); the International Trade Union 
Confederation (workers and trade unions); Global Voices Australia (children and 
youth); and the Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of the Ecuadorian 
Amazon (indigenous peoples).  

39. The following summary, prepared by the rapporteur, was read out at the 6th 
plenary meeting, on 22 June 2012:  

  Participants saw the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development as a new opportunity for sustainable development.  

  Much progress has been made since the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 and the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg, South Africa, in 
2002. But much more must be done in order to meet the challenges of today.  

  The discussions pointed to strong support for the Rio Principles. Many 
participants said that the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities 
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was particularly critical at a time when billions of people still lived in poverty 
and the world was reaching an ecological tipping point.  

  Participants warmly welcomed the agreement on the outcome document. 
While some said it could have been stronger, the discussions also pointed to 
many strengths of the document.  

  A strong message was that the focus should now be on implementation. All 
actors must work together to achieve the objectives agreed at the Conference.  

  Other key messages from the round table included:  

  • Sustainable development goals should provide a foundation for sustainable 
development policies and effective participation in the green economy. 
The goals should be universal while allowing for national differences. 
They should be time bound and measurable — and their achievement 
should be kept under review. Goals could be identified on the themes of 
food, water, energy, agriculture and the oceans, but should not detract 
from ongoing efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. 
Sustainable development goals for the development agenda beyond 2015 
should integrate all three pillars of sustainable development: economic, 
social and environmental. The most vulnerable populations, including 
children and indigenous peoples, must receive continued special attention.  

  • An inclusive green economy has the potential to generate economic 
growth, create decent jobs and encourage small- and medium-size 
enterprises. It can also spur the development of renewable energy 
technologies and bolster more sustainable consumption and production 
patterns.  

  • Support needs to be provided to ease the transition to a green economy in 
developing countries. Eliminating distorting fossil fuel subsidies, better 
harmonizing trade and environmental regulations and engaging in green 
procurement are also important in this regard. Scientific and technical 
education also prepares people for the green jobs of the future.  

  • The outcome document of the Conference will not deliver on its promises 
unless adequate means are provided to support its implementation. 
Meeting official development assistance commitments would go a long 
way towards delivering those promises. Innovative sources of financing 
should also be mobilized. The transfer and diffusion of affordable green 
technologies is critical and there is a need for capacity-building and the 
sharing of knowledge, expertise and best practice.  

  • The private sector and innovative partnerships have an important role in 
the transition towards sustainable development.  

  • One concern pervading some interventions was the need to avoid 
unilateral measures when dealing with environmental challenges.  

  • Sustainable development requires strong bilateral, regional and global 
cooperation. It requires North-South as well as South-South and 
triangular partnerships.  

  • The high-level political forum on sustainable development, which is 
expected to be created by the General Assembly, should be geared 
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towards action. It should help to keep the focus on commitments made. It 
should allow for the sharing of best practices and experiences and the 
building of partnerships. The provisions of the outcome document on 
strengthening the coordination role of the Economic and Social Council 
are also welcomed.  

  • The dialogue days organized by Brazil, with the support of the United 
Nations, from 16 to 19 June 2012 called notably for:  

   (a) Restoring 150 million hectares of deforested and degraded 
lands by 2020 and achieving zero net deforestation by 2020;  

   (b) Ensuring universal, equitable and affordable access to 
sustainable energy services for all by the next decade; 

   (c) Eliminating food subsidies.  
 

  Round table 2  
 

40. In the morning of 21 June 2012, the co-chair of round table 2, the Prime 
Minister of Saint Kitts and Nevis, Denzil L. Douglas, opened the round table and 
made a statement. The round table was co-chaired by the Minister for Environment 
of Chile, María Ignacia Benítez. The Minister for Environment of Poland, Marcin 
Korolec, served as rapporteur of the round table.  

41. Statements were made by the representatives of Hungary, the Republic of 
Moldova, Kuwait, Germany, Canada, Egypt, Barbados, the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Poland, Chile, the Marshall Islands, Viet Nam, 
Luxembourg, the Sudan, Portugal, Israel, Ghana, the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic, Brunei Darussalam, Samoa, the Philippines, Nigeria, Angola, Liechtenstein, 
Croatia, Australia and Belarus.  

42. The representative of the European Union made a statement.  

43. Statements were also made by the rapporteurs of the sustainable development 
dialogues and on behalf of the Nobel Laureate Symposium/High-level Panel on 
Global Sustainability.  

44. The representatives of the following intergovernmental organizations made 
statements: the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development and the 
International Organization for Migration.  

45. The representatives of the following entities of the United Nations system made 
statements: the World Health Organization, the International Labour Organization, 
the United Nations Children’s Fund and the International Maritime Organization.  

46. The representatives of the following major groups made statements: Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture (farmers); and Stockholm Environment Institute (scientific 
and technological community).  

47. The following summary, prepared by the rapporteur, was read out at the 6th 
plenary meeting, on 22 June 2012:  

  Governance and participation are critical to keep the momentum for the 
implementation of the sustainable development agenda after the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development. At the national level, 
parliaments will have a critical role to translate the outcome document into 
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action. Multi-stakeholder bodies can also provide sound advice on sustainable 
development policies. Strengthening civil society is also a way to stimulate 
greater transparency in public policies.  

  Women have a critical role in sustainable development, for example in 
the field of agriculture. Sustainable development can only be achieved if 
women are empowered and gender equality is achieved.  

  Speakers hailed the balanced agreement reflected in the outcome 
document regarding the institutional framework for sustainable development. 
Several countries supported the proposal for a United Nations environmental 
organization, as part of strengthening the institutional framework for 
sustainable development.  

  Representatives of intergovernmental organizations and of entities of the 
United Nations who took the floor confirmed their commitment to deliver on 
the outcomes of the Conference. It was believed that the “One United Nations” 
approach bolstered United Nations support to the sustainable development 
goals. Regional and subregional organizations also have a role to help Member 
States implement the outcomes of the Conference.  

  Participants were generally satisfied with the outcome document. Many 
considered that it provided a framework to develop national green economy 
strategies.  

  At the same time, there was a clear message that individual countries 
must be able to choose appropriate strategies in relation to their national 
priorities and capacities. There are many examples of good practices and 
experiences in implementing national solutions. Those should not only be 
supported but also be shared among countries and development cooperation 
actors. A transition to a green economy will probably entail major changes in 
the nature of jobs. Where there are negative effects, social protection floors 
and social multi-stakeholder dialogues can help ease such transition.  

  Sustainable development goals are one of the critical outcomes of the 
Conference. Such goals can have a long-term impact on the path of humanity. 
They can be reflected in national development strategies and provide a 
common metric to assess progress on sustainable development. They could 
relate to areas such as food, water, waste, energy, health, education and 
increasing the self-reliance of vulnerable groups.  

  Oceans and seas must receive special attention. As efforts are being made 
towards green development, there is a need to evolve towards a “blue 
economy”. The vulnerability of small island developing States to climate change 
cannot be left unattended. The conference on small island developing States, to 
be held in 2014, will be an important opportunity to address this issue.  

  Some speakers said that was important to make progress in defining 
alternative indicators to the commonly understood and used definition of gross 
domestic product. The United Nations has a role to play in this regard.  

  Given its role in sustainable development, the private sector should 
enhance its impact and responsibilities regarding sustainability. This requires 
the development of adequate tools and methodologies.  
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  Development cooperation is critical to achieving sustainable 
development. It was hoped that the financing strategy mentioned in the 
outcome document would help to mobilize finance from all sources.  

  Some ideas were presented on how to finance sustainable development 
commitments and the transition to a green economy.  

  The dialogue days organized by Brazil and the United Nations prior to 
the Conference recommended tax reforms for environmental protection and for 
helping the poor. They also called for an international financial transaction tax 
whose proceeds might contribute to a fund for green jobs and green 
technology. Mobilizing resources from pension funds was also mentioned.  

  It is important to establish regional and subregional financing facilities 
and funds and remove trade barriers for developing countries. Technology 
transfer and capacity development are also essential to support sustainable 
development in developing countries.  

 

  Round table 3  
 

48. In the afternoon of 21 June 2012, the co-chair of round table 3, the President 
of Lithuania, Dalia Grybauskaitė, opened the round table and made a statement. The 
round table was co-chaired by the President of Costa Rica, Laura Chinchilla 
Miranda, who also made a statement. The Minister for Environment and Climate 
Change Management of Malawi, Catherine Gotani Hara, served as rapporteur of the 
round table.  

49. Statements were made by the representatives of Denmark, Burkina Faso, 
Japan, Malta, Romania, Afghanistan, Equatorial Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, 
Togo, the United States of America, Bangladesh, Uzbekistan, Iceland, the Gambia, 
the Russian Federation, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, the Congo, Cuba, Guyana, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Grenada, Greece and the Bahamas.  

50. Statements were also made by the rapporteurs of the sustainable development 
dialogues and on behalf of the Nobel Laureate Symposium/High-level Panel on 
Global Sustainability.  

51. Representatives of the following intergovernmental organizations made 
statements: the International Union for Conservation of Nature, the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the Sahara and Sahel 
Observatory and the Regional Environment Center.  

52. Representatives of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women and the Convention on Biological Diversity made 
statements.  

53. Representatives of the following major groups made statements: Oxfam Great 
Britain (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) (non-governmental 
organizations); Lonxanet (farmers); the International Trade Union Confederation 
(workers and trade unions); Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era 
(women); Tebtebba (indigenous peoples); the Swedish Association of Local 
Authorities (local authorities); and the World Federation of Engineering 
Organizations (scientific and technological community).  
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54. The following summary, prepared by the rapporteur, was read out at the 6th 
plenary meeting, on 22 June 2012:  

  Major themes from the discussions in the round table included: 

  • Sustainable development is the only possible future. To embark on this 
path, strong political will is necessary — as is the involvement of both 
State and non-State actors. 

  • Respecting cultures, local communities and indigenous peoples is an 
integral part of sustainable development. One idea was that it would be 
important to understand better and conceptualize the link between nature 
and living.  

  • Sustainable development goals can help to bolster sustainable 
development and keep track of progress. The sustainable development 
goals should build on the Millennium Development Goals and be 
included in the United Nations development agenda beyond 2015.  

  • Transitioning to a green economy requires the transfer of clean 
technologies and the promotion of renewable energy and of more 
sustainable patterns of consumption and production. A market for green 
products also needs to be developed. Some delegations cautioned that a 
green economy needs to be adapted to national circumstances. It should 
not be a pretext for introducing new conditionalities. 

  • New and additional financing is also essential to support the transition to 
a green economy as well as to sustainable development. It is essential to 
respect international commitments in this area. It was also suggested that 
a financial transaction tax be created in order to leverage funds for a 
“green fund” for addressing climate change. New and innovative 
partnerships also have to be encouraged. 

  • There is a need to invest more in scientific research on sustainable 
development. Exchanging knowledge and sharing lessons learned can 
also be of value. 

  • Regarding the institutional framework for sustainable development, a 
number of participants mentioned the importance of upgrading the 
United Nations Environment Programme and strengthening its regional 
presence.  

  • Coherence and coordination also need to be stepped up at the 
international level to better support institutions at the regional and 
national levels.  

  • The rapporteurs of the dialogue days on sustainable development 
organized by Brazil and the United Nations before the Conference 
recommended:  

   (a) The promotion of food systems that are sustainable and 
contribute to the improvement of health;  

   (b) The development of policies for the sustainable production of 
food supplies;  
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   (c) The empowerment of women farmers, small holder farmers, 
young farmers and indigenous people to eliminate poverty-related 
malnutrition. 

  • Participants also shared their vision and concerns on aspects such as 
oceans and seas, the nexus between water, food and energy, access to 
clean water, sanitation and adequate housing, sustainable cities, 
sustainable tourism and sustainable transport. Some representatives of 
civil society and major groups said that the outcome document should 
have included more concrete action plans.  

  • It was suggested that additional specific mechanisms be created to follow 
up on the Conference. One proposal was to set up national mechanisms 
to this end. Another was to create an intergovernmental committee with 
civil society representatives and to convene a summit in five years. 

 

  Round table 4  
 

55. On 22 June 2012, the co-chair of round table 4, the Prime Minister and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Antigua and Barbuda, Winston Baldwin Spencer, 
opened the round table and made a statement. The round table was co-chaired by the 
Prime Minister of Nepal, Baburam Bhattarai, who also made a statement. The 
Minister of State for Environment of Uganda, Flavia Munaana, served as rapporteur 
of the round table.  

56. Statements were made by the representatives of Vanuatu, the Central African 
Republic, Cape Verde, New Zealand, Spain, Madagascar, the Republic of Korea, 
Indonesia, Jamaica, Colombia, Eritrea, Mauritius, the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela, Sri Lanka, Suriname and Turkey.  

57. The observer of Palestine made a statement.  

58. Statements were also made by the rapporteurs of the sustainable development 
dialogues and on behalf of the Nobel Laureate Symposium/High-level Panel on 
Global Sustainability.  

59. Representatives of the following intergovernmental organizations made 
statements: the Global Environment Facility; the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries; the Pacific Islands Forum; and the Community of Portuguese-
speaking Countries.  

60. Representatives of the following entities of the United Nations system made 
statements: the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction; the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious 
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa; the International Monetary 
Fund; the World Bank; and the United Nations Institute for Training and Research.  

61. Statements were made by representatives of the following major groups: the 
World Business Council for Sustainable Development (business and industry); the 
South African National Biodiversity Institute (scientific and technological 
community); the International Council for Adult Education (women); the Green 
Economy Task Force (children and youth); the Indigenous Environmental Network 
(indigenous peoples); IBON International (non-governmental organizations); and 
the International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (farmers).  
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62. The following summary, prepared by the rapporteur, was read out at the 6th 
plenary meeting, on 22 June 2012:  

  Participants generally welcomed the outcome document. The United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development had brought forward a 
wealth of ideas and commitments. Some, however, felt that the outcome 
document should have been more ambitious. The Conference showed that the 
Rio Principles continue to serve as the overarching framework for sustainable 
development, including the principle of common but differentiated 
responsibilities. Concrete actions would be needed to address the vulnerabilities 
of small island developing States and the least developed countries.  

  There is a strong commitment to develop and pursue sustainable 
development goals. The goals must be an integral part of a unified 
development agenda beyond 2015. They should be defined through an 
inclusive and transparent process, drawing on expert advice and stakeholder 
participation. Possible priority areas for the sustainable development goals 
include poverty eradication, social protection, climate change and biodiversity, 
oceans, food, water, waste, energy, health, gender, education, the special 
vulnerabilities of small island developing States and consumption and 
production patterns, as well as human rights and peace and security.  

  The outcome document provides a common understanding of the green 
economy and lays the basis for implementing this concept. Green economy is a 
means for achieving sustainable development. There is no one-size-fits-all 
approach: Governments should implement green economy policies in 
accordance with their national circumstances. Community-based green growth 
strategies help to create jobs and provide social protection, thereby reconciling 
preservation of the environment with development. Concerns about the costs 
and risks associated with green economy policies were raised. Collaboration, 
knowledge-sharing and international support are essential. Multilateralism 
remains the preferred approach to address the global challenge to move 
towards more sustainable development paths. It is hoped that the new high-
level political forum on sustainable development will secure high-level 
political engagement. Several participants called for upgrading the United 
Nations Environment Programme to a fully fledged United Nations organization.  

  There is a need to mobilize resources from all sources, promote 
technology transfer and build the capacity of all countries for achieving the 
sustainable development goals and a green economy. Actions in this regard 
should go hand in hand with good governance and effective monitoring and 
use of funds.  

  It was noted that global costs of disasters were 25 times greater than 
official development assistance flows since 1992.  

  Some recommendations emanating from the sustainable development 
dialogue days were presented. They included, notably, a global call for 
education; decent green jobs; water, sanitation and clean energy for all; and 
sustainable cities, as well as food production and security.  

  The international community must:  
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  • Secure high-level political engagement in the follow-up to the 
sustainable development agenda.  

  • Engage all actors to concrete actions at all levels and honour commitments.  

  • Build a robust monitoring system to assess progress.  

  • Critically, go above and beyond the commitments in the outcome 
document.  

 

  Sustainable development dialogue  
 

63. The Government of Brazil, with the support of the United Nations, organized 
the sustainable development dialogues, a forum for civil society, from 16 to 19 June 
2012, in the context of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development.  

64. In the four days prior to the Conference, representatives from civil society, 
including the private sector, non-governmental organizations, the scientific 
community and major groups, contributed to the dialogues. They engaged in an 
open and action-oriented debate on key topics related to sustainable development.  

65. Three recommendations emanating from each of the dialogues, conveyed 
directly to the Heads of State and Government present at the Conference, were as 
follows:  
 

  Recommendations  
 

  Unemployment, decent work and migration  
 

 1. Put education at the core of the sustainable development goals agenda.  

 2. Commit to the goals of decent work for all by 2030, including the right to 
bargain collectively; unemployment reduction and the elimination of 
precarious work; gender equality in the workplace; and the promotion of green 
and decent jobs, taking into account the special needs of women and youth; as 
well as to a goal of social protection for all by 2030, guaranteeing social 
protection floors, at least at the national level, including minimum wages and 
guarantees for access to health care, and income support for the unemployed, 
aged and disabled, for children and for pregnant women.  

 3. Compel national Governments to respect the human rights of all migrant 
workers and their families including those in temporary foreign worker 
programmes and the climate refugees who will be displaced by environmental 
impacts.  

 

  Sustainable development as an answer to the economic and financial crises  
 

 1. Promote tax reforms that encourage environmental protection and benefit 
the poor.  

 2. Create a tax on international financial transactions with a view to 
contributing to a green fund for the promotion of decent jobs and clean 
technologies.  

 3. Adopt shared sustainable development goals that will be embraced by 
business, civil society and the public sector. These goals will include 
innovative metrics, public disclosure, public awareness, education at all levels, 
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and problem-solving, from the local to the global level, to map the pathways to 
achieve the goals. The five critical areas discussed were: (a) empowering every 
place in the world to ensure that every individual meets their basic needs of 
health, safe water, sanitation and the dignity of a decent life; (b) sustainable 
development of energy systems; (c) sustainable food supply, locally and 
globally; (d) sustainable urban environments, including initiatives on water 
systems, sewerage and other smart infrastructure; and (e) sustainable industry 
that is committed and required to clean up after itself. The sustainable 
development goals will be met through a shared set of principles and methods 
that would apply for all, including taxation where there is a very strong 
possibility of achieving success, financial reform, including innovative 
financing for green development, and a shift to sustainable technologies in 
general.  

 

  Sustainable development for fighting poverty  
 

 1. Promote global education to eradicate poverty and to achieve sustainable 
development.  

 2. Ensure universal health coverage to achieve sustainable development.  

 3. Promote equitable access to information, participation, representation 
and justice in decision-making at the local, national and global levels on 
sustainable development, and promote grass-roots innovation.  

 

  The economics of sustainable development, including sustainable patterns of 
production and consumption  
 

 1. Phase out harmful subsidies and develop green tax schemes.  

 2. Include environmental damages in the calculation of gross national 
product and balance this with measures of social development.  

 3. Promote sustainable public procurement worldwide as a catalyst for 
sustainable patterns, taking into account the need for a holistic approach to 
sustainable development and principles for a sustainable and fair economy.  

 

  Forests  
 

 1. Restore 150 million hectares of deforested and degraded lands by 2020.  

 2. Promote science, technology, innovation and traditional knowledge in 
order to address the main challenge in relation to forests, which is how to 
make productive use of them without destroying them.  

 3. Achieve zero net deforestation by 2020, while respecting the rights and 
knowledge of peoples living in and from the forests and responding to their 
sustainable development needs.  

 

  Food and nutrition security  
 

 1. Promote food systems that are sustainable and contribute to the 
improvement of health.  

 2. Develop policies to encourage the sustainable production of food 
supplies directed at both producers and consumers.  
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 3. Eliminate poverty and poverty-related malnutrition. Empower women 
farmers, smallholder farmers, young farmers and indigenous people. Ensure 
their access to land, water and seeds, as well as their full involvement in public 
decision-making regarding food production and food and nutrition security. 

 

  Sustainable energy for all  
 

 1. Take concrete steps to eliminate fossil fuel subsidies.  

 2. Establish ambitious targets for moving towards renewable energy.  

 3. Scale up investments and political will to ensure universal, equitable and 
affordable access to sustainable energy services to all by the next decade, 
through clear strategies and actions.  

 

  Water  
 

 1. Secure water supply by protecting biodiversity, ecosystems and water 
sources.  

 2. Implement the right to water.  

 3. Adopt more ambitious global policies asserting the importance of 
integrated water, sanitation, energy and land-use planning, development, 
conservation and management at all scales, taking into account specific gender 
and cultural needs and with the full and effective participation of civil society.  

 

  Sustainable cities and innovation  
 

 1. Promote the use of waste as a renewable energy source in urban 
environments.  

 2. Plan in advance for sustainability and quality of life in cities.  

 3. Encourage each head of State to identify a sustainable city within which 
to develop a network for knowledge-sharing and innovation. Governments 
should channel resources to develop people-centred sustainable cities with 
timed and measurable goals, in a way that empowers local communities and 
promotes equality and accountability.  

 

  Oceans  
 

 1. Avoid ocean pollution by plastics through education and community 
collaboration.  

 2. Launch a global agreement to save marine biodiversity in the high seas.  

 3. Take immediate action to develop a global network of international 
protected marine areas, while fostering ecosystem-based fisheries 
management, with special consideration for small-scale fishing interests.  

Full details of the sustainable development dialogue and a list of panellists and 
facilitators are available at www.uncsd2012.org/sddialoguedays.html.  
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  Partnerships forum  
 

66. The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development featured a 
partnerships forum, as requested by the General Assembly in its resolution 66/197. 
The Partnerships Forum took place from 20 to 22 June 2012.  

67. The overall objective of the Partnerships Forum was to reenergize and 
strengthen partnerships as a critical mechanism to implement sustainable 
development.  

68. The Forum had five interactive sessions, which were co-organized by the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat in cooperation with 
the Supporting Entrepreneurs for Environment and Development Initiative (SEED 
Initiative), the Public Health Institute, the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency 
Partnership, the International Union for Conservation of Nature and the United 
Nations Environment Programme. The discussions highlighted the significant 
contributions of partnerships to the implementation of sustainable development, and 
covered such areas as:  

 • Discussion of how partnerships can advance the implementation of the 
agreements reached at the Conference;  

 • Showcasing of practical experiences and best practices and identifying 
successful models and opportunities for replication and scaling up;  

 • Announcement of new partnerships and initiatives and incentives for new 
collaborative efforts;  

 • Promotion of discussions on more effective accountability measures.  

69. The first session was entitled “Delivering sustainable development at the 
entrepreneurial and grass-roots levels: challenges, lessons learned and opportunities”. 
It reflected on how to respond better to the needs of entrepreneurs and grass-roots 
initiatives wishing to enhance their contribution to the implementation of the outcome 
of the Conference. New partnerships involving and supporting small-, micro- and 
medium-sized enterprises were launched. There was also a discussion on the need for 
a new online platform to bring together entrepreneurs and grass-roots organizations. 
Such a platform would provide more coordinated support to those actors and report 
on their achievements and lessons learned. It would be hosted by the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs.  

70. The second session was entitled “Partnerships for the integration of food and 
nutrition security, health and gender equality”. It discussed the interlinkages between 
food and nutrition security, health, gender equality, environmental degradation and 
climate change. The session emphasized that principles of participation, transparency 
and accountability are critical for making development more inclusive, equitable 
and sustainable. A policy brief on “Food and nutrition security, health and gender 
equality: partnerships for climate-resilient sustainable development” was launched.  

71. The third session was entitled “Partnerships for advancing gender equality and 
sustainability”. It showcased how partnerships can help to mainstream gender in 
critical areas, such as agriculture, cities, oceans, jobs, forests, energy, disaster 
reduction and water. An interactive “marketplace” on such partnerships produced 
concrete recommendations on gender-sensitive goals and indicators, which should 
contribute to the definition of sustainable development goals. The launch of a 
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knowledge platform or community of practice was also discussed. The meeting 
recommended that the Department of Economic and Social Affairs launch a 
consultative process to discuss the details of such a platform among different 
stakeholders, taking into account existing efforts.  

72. The fourth session was entitled “Speed-brokering for partnerships: scaling up 
and replicating best practices in sustainable development”. It focused on three themes: 
energy, sustainable cities and water. Governments, international organizations, the 
representatives of major groups, financiers and key leaders were able to forge 
strategic contacts with each other as well as with sustainable development 
partnerships. This exchange provided opportunities for creating, scaling up and 
replicating partnerships.  

73. The fifth session was entitled “Partnerships contributing to the future we 
want”. It offered the opportunity for a forward-looking reflection and identified 
concrete guidance on how partnerships can be best positioned to help expedite the 
implementation of agreements reached at the Conference, as well as contribute to 
the development agenda beyond 2015 (see para. 77 for further details).  

74. A more detailed account of the issues discussed, deliverables from each 
session, background documents, video interviews and organizing partners is 
available at www.uncsd2012.org/partnerships.html.  

75.  The keynote speakers and panellists included the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Denmark, Villy Søvndal; the Minister for Environment of Sweden, Lena Ek; the 
Minister for Development Cooperation of Denmark, Christian Friis Bach; the 
Minister for Women, Children and Youth Affairs of Ethiopia, Zenebu Tadesse; the 
Minister for European Affairs and International Cooperation of the Netherlands, Ben 
Knapen; the Vice-Minister for Environment of Colombia, Adriana Soto; a 
representative of the Municipal Government of Shanghai, Zhou Hanmin; the President 
of the Academy of Sciences of Hungary, Professor József Pálinkás; the founder of 
Development Alternatives (India), Ashok Khosla; the Assistant Secretary-General 
for Policy Coordination and Strategic Planning, Robert Orr; the Executive Director 
of the SEED Initiative, Helen Marquard; the deputy chief executive officer of the 
Global Reporting Initiative, Teresa Fogelberg; the senior programme director of 
Development Alternatives, Vijay Chaturvedi; the Director of the International 
Institute for Environment and Development, Camilla Toulmin; the Director of the 
Department for Job Creation and Enterprise Development of the International 
Labour Organization (ILO), Peter Poschen; the Deputy Director General of the 
Department of Environmental Affairs of South Africa, Blessing Manale; the Global 
Business Line Leader for Sustainable Business Advisory Services of the 
International Finance Corporation, Monika Weber-Fahr; the Director of the Centre 
for Public Health and Climate Change at the Public Health Institute, Cristina Tirado; 
the Executive Director of the World Food Programme, Ertharin Cousin; the Deputy 
Director General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 
Ann Tutwiler; the chair of the Mary Robinson Foundation for Climate Justice, Mary 
Robinson; the Director of the Department for Public Health and Environment of the 
World Health Organization, Maria Neira; the Chief Development Strategist of the 
International Fund for Agricultural Development, Carlos Seré; the Director of 
Oxfam Great Britain, Barbara Stocking; the Director of the Division for Multilateral 
and NGO Relations of the World Food Programme, Paul Larsen; the Assistant 
Secretary-General and Director of the Bureau for Development Policy of the United 
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Nations Development Programme, Olav Kjorven; the Global Senior Gender Adviser 
of the International Union for Conservation of Nature, Lorena Aguilar; the Special 
Adviser on Gender Issues of the International Union for Conservation of Nature, 
François Rogers; the Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations Environment 
Programme, Amina Mohammed; a Member of Parliament from Bangladesh, Saber 
Hossain Chowdhury; the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 
Disaster Risk Reduction, Margareta Wahlström; the Assistant Secretary-General for 
Policy Coordination and Inter-Agency Affairs of the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs, Thomas Stelzer; the Director General of the Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency Partnership, Martin Hiller; representatives of The Youngers, 
Marvin Nala and Esther Agbarakwe; a news anchor for South-South News, Afaf 
Konja; and a senior sustainable development officer of the Division for Sustainable 
Development of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Patricia Chaves.  

76.  The moderators were: the Executive Coordinator for the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development, Elizabeth Thompson; the Deputy 
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (1992) and Secretary-General of the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (2002), Nitin Desai; the Special Representative of the Secretary-
General on Food Security and Nutrition, David Nabarro; and the Director General of 
the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership, Martin Hiller.  

77.  Presentations of registered partnerships and organizations were made at the 
fifth session, on partnerships for the future we want, by the following entities: 
(a) African Wildlife Foundation; (b) Eco Agriculture Partners; (c) Partnership on 
Sustainable, Low Carbon Transport; (d) Vinyl Plus; (e) Global Partnership for 
Capacity-building to Implement the Globally Harmonized System of Classification 
and Labelling of Chemicals; (f) International Partnership for Expanding Waste 
Management Services of Local Authorities; (g) the SEED Initiative; (h) Microsoft; 
(i) The Mountain Partnership; (j) Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency 
Partnership; (k) International Institute for Environment and Development; (l) The 
Nature Conservancy; (m) Energy and Environment Partnership with Central 
America; (n) Programme for South-South Cooperation Benin, Bhutan and Costa 
Rica; and (o) Clean Air Initiative for Asian Cities Centre.  
 

  Sustainable development learning centre  
 

78. During 10 consecutive days of the Conference, the learning centre offered 
17 courses related to the Conference’s two themes: a “green economy in the context 
of sustainable development and poverty eradication” and an “institutional framework 
for sustainable development”. Participants had the opportunity to gain knowledge, 
acquire practical know-how, share national experiences and discuss best practices in 
areas related to social and environmental protection, sustainable consumption and 
production, sustainable cities, sustainable transport, renewable energies, health, 
water, natural resources, organic agriculture and energy planning.  

79. The main purpose of the courses was capacity development and to exchange 
knowledge. The courses employed a variety of tools, including videos, case studies 
and interactive discussions. The instructors represented various universities, 
research institutions, non-governmental organizations and international institutions.  

80. More than 800 participants from national delegations, non-governmental 
organizations, international organizations and other institutions attended the courses.  
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81. A number of high-level speakers contributed to the courses, including the Prime 
Minister of Bhutan, Lyonchoen Jigmi Yoezer Thinley; the Minister for Environment 
and Energy of Seychelles, Rolph A. Payet; the Minister for Environmental 
Protection of Israel, Gilad Erdan; the Head of the National Secretariat of Citizenship 
Income of Brazil, Luis Henrique Paiva; the Head of the Environment Protection 
Agency of Sierra Leone, Haddijatou Jallow; the Director-General of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization, Kandeh K. Yumkella; the Executive 
Director of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), Joan 
Clos; and the Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development and Secretary-General of the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development, Nitin Desai, who introduced the courses.  

82. Details of the courses are available at www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/ 
meetings_sdlearning.html.  
 

  Side events  
 

83. More than 500 on-site side events organized by Governments, major groups, 
organizations of the United Nations system and other international organizations 
were held in the RioCentro Exhibition and Convention Centre, in the context of the 
Third Preparatory Commission, the sustainable development dialogue days and the 
Conference.  

84. More detailed information on the side events is available at 
www.uncsd2012.org/meetings_sidevents.html.  
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Chapter V  
  Adoption of the outcome document  

 
 

85. At its 6th plenary meeting, on 22 June 2012, under agenda item 10, the 
Conference considered the draft outcome as contained in document A/CONF.216/L.1, 
entitled “The future we want”. The President made a statement, in the course of 
which he orally corrected the draft resolution.  

86. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted the outcome document, as orally 
corrected (for the text, see chap. I, resolution I, annex).  

87. Statements in explanation of position after the adoption were made by the 
representatives of Algeria (on behalf of the Group of 77 and China), the 
Plurinational State of Bolivia,1 the European Union, Ecuador, the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela,2 Iceland (also on behalf of Norway), Peru, Canada,3 the 
United States,4 Kenya, Switzerland, the Congo, Chile and Nicaragua. The observer 
of the Holy See also made a statement.  

  

__________________ 

 1  See A/CONF.216/8.  
 2  See A/CONF.216/11.  
 3  See A/CONF.216/12.  
 4  See A/CONF.216/15.  
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Chapter VI  
  Report of the Credentials Committee  

 
 

88. At its 1st plenary meeting, on 20 June 2012, the Conference, in accordance 
with rule 4 of its provisional rules of procedure, appointed a Credentials Committee 
having the same composition as that of the Credentials Committee of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations at its sixty-sixth session, namely, China, Costa 
Rica, Egypt, Italy, Maldives, Panama, the Russian Federation, Senegal and the 
United States of America.  

89. The Credentials Committee held one meeting, on 21 June 2012, at which Juan 
Carlos Espinosa (Panama) was unanimously elected Chair.  

90. The Committee had before it a memorandum prepared by the secretariat of the 
Conference, dated 21 June 2012, on the credentials of representatives of Member 
States participating in the Conference. A representative of the Office of Legal 
Affairs of the United Nations made a statement relating to the memorandum, in 
which, inter alia, he updated the memorandum to indicate credentials and 
communications received subsequent to its preparation.  

91. As noted in paragraph 1 of the memorandum and in the statement relating 
thereto, formal credentials of representatives to the Conference, in the form required 
by rule 3 of the provisional rules of procedure of the Conference, had been received 
as at the time of the meeting of the Credentials Committee from the following 
69 Member States: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, 
Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, 
Finland, Germany, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Israel, Italy, 
Jamaica, Japan, Kuwait, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, 
Malawi, Maldives, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Montenegro, New Zealand, 
Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuvalu, 
Uganda, United States, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam and Yemen.  

92. As noted in paragraph 2 of the memorandum and in the statement relating 
thereto, information concerning the appointment of representatives of Member 
States to the Conference had been communicated to the Secretary-General of the 
Conference as at the time of the meeting of the Credentials Committee, by means of 
a cable or a telefax from the Head of State or Government or the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, or by means of a letter or note verbale from the mission concerned, 
by the following 122 Member States: Afghanistan, Albania, Antigua and Barbuda, 
Australia, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Benin, 
Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, 
Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, 
Chad, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Denmark, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, 
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Honduras, Iran 
(Islamic Republic of), Ireland, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, 
Malaysia, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Micronesia (Federated States of), 
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Monaco, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Netherlands, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, 
Qatar, Republic of Korea, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), 
Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

93. As noted in paragraph 3 of the memorandum and the statement related thereto, 
the following two Member States invited to participate in the Conference had not, as 
at the time of the meeting of the Credentials Committee, communicated to the 
Secretary-General of the Conference any information regarding their representatives 
to the Conference: Andorra and San Marino.  

94. The Committee decided to accept the credentials of the representatives of all 
Member States listed in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the memorandum (paras. 91 and 92 of 
the present report) and the statement relating thereto, on the understanding that formal 
credentials for representatives of the Member States referred to in paragraph 92 of 
the present report would be communicated to the Secretary-General of the 
Conference as soon as possible.  

95. The Committee adopted the following draft resolution without a vote:  

  “The Credentials Committee,  

  Having examined the credentials of the representatives to the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development,  

  Accepts the credentials of the representatives of the Member States 
referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the above-mentioned memorandum.”  

96. The Committee decided, without a vote, to recommend to the Conference the 
adoption of a draft resolution approving the report of the Committee.  
 

  Action taken by the Conference  
 

97. At its 6th plenary meeting, on 22 June 2012, the Conference considered the 
report of the Credentials Committee (A/CONF.216/6). The Conference was 
informed that since the formal meeting of the Committee, credentials in due form 
had been received from the following States: Côte d’Ivoire, Eritrea, Republic of 
Korea, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates and Zambia.  

98. The Conference adopted the draft resolution recommended by the Committee 
in its report (for the text, see chap. I, resolution III).  
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Chapter VII  
  Adoption of the report of the Conference  

 
 

99. At its 6th plenary meeting, on 22 June 2012, the Rapporteur-General, Tania 
Valerie Raguž (Croatia), introduced the draft report of the Conference 
(A/CONF.216/L.3).  

100. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted the draft report and authorized 
the Rapporteur-General to finalize the report.  
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Chapter VIII  
  Closure of the Conference  

 
 

101. At the 6th plenary meeting, on 22 June 2012, the Conference considered a 
draft resolution expressing its gratitude to the host country (A/CONF.216/L.2).  

102. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted the draft resolution (for the text, 
see chap. I, resolution II).  

103. Also at the same meeting, statements were made by the Secretary-General of 
the Conference, the President of the sixty-sixth session of the General Assembly and 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations.  

104. At the same meeting, the President of the Conference made a statement and 
declared the Conference closed.  
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Annex  
 

  List of documents  
 
 

Symbol Agenda item Title or description 

A/CONF.216/1  Annotated provisional agenda 

A/CONF.216/2 3 Provisional rules of procedure of the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development 

A/CONF.216/3 6 Organizational and procedural matters 

A/CONF.216/4 9 Background note for round tables of the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development “Looking at the way 
forward in implementing the expected outcomes of the Conference”

A/CONF.216/5 10 Letter dated 18 June 2012 from the Permanent Representative of 
Brazil to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 

A/CONF.216/6 7 (b) Report of the Credentials Committee 

A/CONF.216/7 10 Letter dated 22 June 2012 from the Chair of the high-level round 
table on the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture addressed to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 

A/CONF.216/8 10 Note verbale dated 25 June 2012 from the Permanent Mission of 
the Plurinational State of Bolivia to the United Nations addressed 
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development 

A/CONF.216/9 8 Letter dated 21 June 2012 from the Permanent Representative of 
Brazil to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 

A/CONF.216/10 8 Statement by the delegation of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland in exercise of the right of reply to the 
statement by the Chair of the delegation of Argentina in the general 
debate on 22 June 2012 

A/CONF.216/11 10 Note verbale dated 27 June 2012 from the Permanent Mission of 
the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the United Nations 
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development 

A/CONF.216/12 10 Letter dated 22 June 2012 from the Permanent Representative of 
Canada to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 

A/CONF.216/13 10 Note verbale dated 27 June 2012 from the Permanent Mission of 
Chile to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 
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Symbol Agenda item Title or description 

A/CONF.216/14 8 Letter dated 20 July 2012 from the Permanent Representative of 
Armenia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 

A/CONF.216/15 10 Letter dated 31 July 2012 from the Permanent Representative of 
the United States of America to the United Nations addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development 

A/CONF.216/L.1 10 The future we want 

A/CONF.216/L.2 11 Expression of thanks to the people and Government of Brazil 

A/CONF.216/L.3 11 Draft report of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development 

A/CONF.216/INF/1  Information for participants 
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