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FOREWORD

Sporting events are loved and followed by many because the result of the competition remains a
mystery until the very end. The prior knowledge of the result due to action by criminals trying to
make illicit profits out of these events only leads to a decrease in participation, both from an active
and passive point-of-view. This needs to stop and the Government is committed to ensuring that
all possible steps are taken to safeguard Maltese sport, for the enjoyment of the athletes, coaches,
officials and fans.
The Anti-Corruption and Transparency Experts’ Task-Force formed by the Malta Football Association
in 2015, which has brought around the table all relevant stakeholders, has put forward proposals
for the presentation of a new law in parliament which will tackle sports corruption. The proposed
law will be providing adequate sanctions against those who try to ruin what is a passion for the
majority of our population. You as sports practitioners, or spectators, are being requested to help
us in achieving this goal by giving us your opinion on what the new law should contain, with one
aim in mind...the protection of the integrity of Maltese sport.

The Hon. Dr Clifton Grima
Parliamentary Secretary for Youth, Sport and Voluntary Organisations
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INTRODUCTION

The exponential increase in betting on sports events has brought with it an increase in cases of sports
fraud throughout the world. In most cases, sports participants and administrators are being targeted
by international criminal organisations who are fixing matches in order to launder large amounts of
money made from illicit activities through the betting market. Malta is not immune to this risk and to
this effect the Government, is launching this consultation document for the general public, following
the recommendations received by the Anti-Corruption and Transparency Experts’ Task-Force
created by the Malta Football Association (MFA), and which included the representatives from the
Government, the Opposition, the Malta Gaming Authority, SportMalta, the Police and the same MFA.
The aim of this consultation is for the Government to present a new law to parliament which shall
replace the Prevention of Corruption (Players) Act of 1976, in order to replace the current outdated
legislation with a new one which encompasses the changes in the severity of the offence, the
increase in bets on sports events, the influence of organised crime in the field of sport manipulation
and the increased responsibility placed on stakeholders to protect better the integrity of sport.

THE PROPOSALS
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The Government is putting forward the following proposals, which
are based on the conclusions of the task-force. The new law is to:

1
2
3
4

5

Provide a new definition to ‘sports corruption’
which includes the new dimension of the offence;

Widen the jurisdiction for prosecution of offenders;

Increase prison time and fines for offenders, particularly
persons who are involved in sports organisations,
gaming
companies,
and
public
authorities;

Introduce
in
the

the concept of
definition
of

‘inside
‘sports

information’
corruption’;

Disqualify persons convicted of sports corruption
offences from attending sporting events in Malta.
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CONCLUSION
Sport is an area that encompasses different sectors of
society, and its integrity is crucial for it to continue to grow
in our country. The ultimate aim of this law is to safeguard
the different sporting disciplines from abuse and
criminality, and preserve the unpredictability of the result
of a sporting contest until its natural end. The scope of
this consultation is to get feedback from the general public
which follows the process initiated by the stakeholders.
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